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The Bible warns us that the cares of this world can
squeeze out our tfime for God. We see thisvery
plainly today in our “need” for short dev otional
messages that only take a few minutes to digest.
I'm oftenperplexedtohear how harditis “tofind
fime to study and pray” when people can find tfime
for hours and hours a day of “screen time”.

So,if dwindling time for God is a problem, am |
contributing toit by writing abook full of short
devotional messages?

I had to ponder that seriously but,in the end, | think
I'm just acceptingreadlity... and hoping that even
though the thoughtsin thislittle book are short, they
are substantive and serious.

It's my hope that these quick devotionals will lead
people to deepen and lengthen their time for God
and His precious Word.

That's why I've included questions and thoughtsto
meditate on af the end of each message.

| trust you'll find these useful and a blessing for your
personal growth, family fime or Bible study groups.
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The time has come, the kingdom of God is
near. Repent and believe the good news!
"Nuff said.

Mark 1:15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent,
and believe in the gospel.”

W e used tosee people out on the streets withsigns
saying “Repent, the Kingdom of God is at hand!”
but our culture has successfully gottenthose people
labeled as religious lunatics by default. Even
genuine Christian’skind of shy away in
embarrassment.

Tragic. The world is descending rapidly into a sinful
freefor all (“as in the days of Noah”) and all signs
point to Jesus soon returnbut to announce that or
talk about makes you a fruitcake.

Chalk one up for Satan.

Think It Over: Whenwas the last time you seriously
thought about how near (soonto come) the end of
this age is? Have you everwarned any unbelievers
of thisrealityeg Whynot?



You complete me; a famous movie line, but
what REALLY is our source of completion?

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Welookin a lot of different places to make up for
what is missing, to finishwhat is lacking or fill what is
not full.

The realreason we fall short emotionally, spirituality
and relationallyis the S.I.N. disease (a shortfall of
holiness). Only by God's grace, His spirit and His

W ord can we perfect our holiness...in other words,
“completeme”. Sininour livesisdirectly
proportionate to ourimperfectionand
incompleteness as persons.

In our verse we find sev eral things to complete us:
promises of God we can always count on;
cleansing spiritually by asking God's forgiveness;
and following the Spirit of God who guides us into
all things righteous. Mix thoroughly with the “fear of
God" and you are on your way.

Fear of God2 Don't hear that talked about much in
these ear-tickling days but it is simply an admission
of who God is, a respect for His power, and an
acknowledgment of our accountability to Him.
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“You completeme...” A human canneverreally
do this for us perfectly, but God can.

Think 1t Over: W here are you looking for
“completion”inyour life2 Achievement, pleasure,
money?2 Have you everreallyconsideredif
“completeness” is attainable onyour current path?2
If not, might want fo change it to the only path that
leads to true perfection.



Stop... when is the last time you sincerely
said “Thank you Lord™?

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God.

There are a lot of Christiansin the world today who
trulyhaveit BAD... | mean prison, lose your job, take
your kids, cut off your head, burn down your house
bad. Chances are, if you are reading this, you've
got it prettygood compared to those who are fruly
suffering.

How often do you thank God that you don't have
toworry about severe persecution? Beyond that,
how often are you truly and thoughtfully thankful to
the Lordfor food, water, clothes and a bed out of
the rain? Or are we alljust too consumed with how
we should make MORE money, have MORE stuff, a
BIGGER house, MORE free time, MORE
entertainment, more, bigger, newer, faster, better.

Don't get me wrong... I'm not against “stuff”.Every
blessingwe haveis a gift from God to be enjoyed
and used for His glory (James 1:5). Far too often, we
forget that all we reallyneed in life to be happy is
peace (salvation),food, clothes, water, family,
friends,love and a dry place to sleep.



Think It Over: Whenwas the last time you were
simply thankful for those basic needs being met...
and that'sit. Content and thankful. A long fime?
Ever?2 Take five secondsright now and pray “Thank
you Lord...I'm not hungry, thirsty, naked or
homeless. And | don't have toworry about Hell.
That's enough. Thank you.” Now go find someone
who doesn’t hav e those things and meet some real
needs.



American liberty is rapidly slipping away but
there is another liberty that can never be
taken by man or government.

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the
Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.

W e hear alof of rhetoric and lip service about
“liberty” today but any casual student of history,
government or politicsrecognizes that true liberty
has diminished dramaticallyin American. Libertyis
robbed by politicians seeking power, and citizens
tradingresponsibility for government handouts or
false security.

Our liberty as citizens can come and go based on
what other people do. Our liberty as Christians was
purchased by Christ and guaranteed by the Holy
Spirit. 1t isthe only TRUE liberty av ailable to us that
cannot be taken away, though sadly, lots of
Christians try torob ofher Christians of theirs.

Whatisliberty?2 It is enjoying the freedom of
following our conscience and God's will for our life,
realizingit is not the same for everyone else.ltisthe
joy of having a personal choice for those things
God has not specifically givena command about.
God may allow me freedomin areas that He
convictsyoutoavoid. God may say “No” fome
where He has said “Yes" to you. Jesus paid forour
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liberty, don't let anyone rob you of it.Don't rob
others of theirs.

Think It Over: Do you understand what Christian
libertyis2 Do you know what the Biblical guidelines
are concerning liberty2 Do you rob others of their
liberty by expectingthemto live exactlylike you?
Do you allow otherstorob you of your liberty by
Christian peer pressure or legalism?



Atthe dawn of each day, there are new
mercies and compassion from Him
who is Faithful and True.

Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.

This ismy favorite verse inall of Scripture concerning
“life”.

It tellsmel get to start overeveryday. No matter
what | messed up, no matterwhat | failedto do, no
matter how discouraging today might be, | get fo
start overtomorrow with freshnew mercy from our
faithful God.

It tellsme | don't have toworry about tomorrow.
God isfaithful.He'll be there with a fresh refill of
mercy and compassion. Today has enough to deal
with.l don’t have fo be anxious about the future
because of my steadfast Lord.

It fellsme to hang in there and don't give up
because | just have to get through today. Just get
through THIS day. You can handle one day. Do the
best you can. Do what you thinkis right. Make the
best choices you can. Follow God'’s leading witha
clear conscience. Just for today. Tomorrow you get
a new ftry.



Think It Over: Can you do anything about
yesterday? Can you confrol fomorrowe Do you
believe God's promises? Then get busy living

TODAY, forget the past, put the futurein God's
hands.



Fruitcake: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness.

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.

More and more these days Christians are
characterized as a bunch of fruitcakes.Inredlity, a
lot of Christians aren’t nearly fruity enough.

How do you know an apple tree? Has apples on it.
How do you know a strawberry plant is a good
strawberry plant?2 It bears good berries.

If you're lifeis bare of Christian fruit, you have two
options:either you are not truly a Christian, or you
are a spiritually unhealthy Christian.

Think It Over: examine your life... do you see love,
joy. peace, patience, kindness, goodness and
faithfulness? You know a true Christian by the kind
of fruit theirlife produces.



Angry? Hot temper? Maybe it's YOU
not them. Mayhe YOU are the reason
you sin all the time.

Proverbs 29:22 An angry man stirs up strife,
And a furious man abounds in
transgression.

Have you everknown an angry persone Someone
who is constantlyriled up about something? It's
always someone else’sfaultisn'tit2 lt'sneverthem,
it'sthe otherjerk, the otheridiot, the other person
who wronged themor gave them a reasonto be
mad.

Maybe that angry personis you. Maybe the
common denominatorin all the turmoilis you?
Takes a big personto admit it.

W herev erangeris common, siniscommon. One
follows the other like a caboose follows a train
engine. If you are that angry person, do something
about it.If you know a person who is angry all the
fime, steer clear of them.

Think It Over: is turmoil and anger a consistent part
of your life2 Do you honestly believeit's always the
fault of the other person, orsomething out of your
control? You cannot begin to change the situation
until you admit that anger is a personal choice.
Learntobe a thermostat (setyourown
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temperature)ratherthan a thermometer (letting
your circumstances set your tfemperature).
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In the dark? Need some light in your life? |
know a never-ending source of light.

John 12:46 I have come as a light into the
world, that whoeverbelieves in Me should
not abide in darkness.

Darkness is growing in this world. Violence, hatred,
death, disease, corruption... hardly a day goes by
current events don’t remind us of the gathering

storm clouds of an increasingly Godless humanity.

Maybe it's all much more personal for you. Sickness,
financial struggles, betrayals, criticism... whether a
globalscale or personal, the darkness can closein.

Good news! Christians need NEVER live (abide)in
the dark! The lights might dim or go out
occasionallybut it neverhas to stay dark (abide).
Jesus lights the entire dark world or your personal
dark world... hope for suffering, blessing for
sacrifice,joyfor hard times.

Think It Over: Iflife seems "dark™ to you all the tfime
who changed? You or Jesus? It's not because the
Light has dimmed or been snuffed out. You might
be far away from Jesus or hav e your back turned
on Him. Did Jesuslie?2 If you are abiding in the
darkness of life, there is One W ay you can change it
permanently.
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Are you involved in sin you feel you have no
choice about? You're wrong. You do. Jesus
understands your weakness. Go to Him.

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a High
Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted
as weare, yet without sin.

The difference between all otherreligions and
Christianity, is the Personal, Knowable, Caring
Savior, Jesus Christ. He lived as one of us. He died
as one of us. He was tempted and suffered more
than any one of us.

He knows. He cares. He understands. On top of
that, Jesus makes the astounding promise that He
willneverallowus to be temptedto the point
where we "have no choice” (1Cor 10:13). That's
the good news.

The bad news is...everytimeyou giveintoto
temptationyoudo it by your own choice.Ouch.
The soonerwe admit that and quit the deception
of "I have no choice...” the sooner we can deal
with our moral and spiritual failures.

Think It Over: Do you have asinin your life that you
claim publicly or privately you hav e no power
over...you have no choice buf to commit thissine
You are deceiving yourself. Jesus sympathizes with
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how difficult it is for you but he definitely has given
you an "out” that you have chosen to ignore.
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Are your words pure? Are your thoughts an
abomination? It's your choice each day which
path your mouth and heart takes.

Proverbs 15:26 The thoughts of the
wicked are an abomination to the Lord,
But the words of the pure are pleasant.

W e don't acknowledge sin today as a culture.
Sadly, eventhe Church doesn’t talk about sin
much. It doesn’t sell books.

W e excuse sin, we giveit gentle and innocent
labels that don’'t condemn us. W e blame it on
something outside of us. That’s a shame because all
it does it delay or distract us from dealing withsinin
our lives.

The sinful thoughts of the Christian cost Jesus His life
eventhough forgiven. The sinful thoughts of the
wicked are an abomination fo God (something
that disgusts Him, something He hates). Sinful hearts
and sinful thoughts produce sinful mouths (Luke
6:45).

If you've got a pottymouth, a critical mouth, an
angry mouth or a wicked mouth, it comes from one
place: your wicked heart. Don’t excuse it, blame it
on some “thing” or some “one” ... admit it, and fix
the source by asking for forgiveness (1John 1:9) and
renewing your heart (Romans 12:2).
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Think It Over: My grandpa used to say “when you
squeeze a lemon, you get lemon juice”. Whateveris
in your heart (mind) comes out of your mouth when
the pressureis on. Change your heart, change your
mind, change your mouth. That's the only way it
works.
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Be perfect, Jesus said. Take it up with
Him if you don't like it.

Matthew 5:48 Therefore you shall be
perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect.

If thereis one thing we can all agree on, we aren't
perfect.But here is plain Scripture telling us “you
shall be perfect”. Is God settingus up for failure?

Never.Thiskind of perfectioncomein two flavors:
today and tomorrow.

Our goal fortoday is to be perfect. We may never
have a single day where we really are perfect (sin
free in word, thought, motive and deed)... but
everyday our GOAL is Godly perfectionwhichcan
be summed up thisway: a little more holy and a
little lesssinful. Jesusis our example. Our daily
perfectionis the genuine desire and effort to be
more like Christ (He must increase and | must
decrease - John 3:30).

“Tomorrow perfection” is a promise made only to
Christians.The day we meet Jesus face toface we
willbecome genuinely perfect inall ways: sin free, a
new ageless body, a new creationwithno curse.
Real perfection. Eternal perfection.

So...we “shall be perfect” today by doing our best
toimitate Christ in all ways; and we “shall be
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perfect” tomorrow (etemity) not just in effort, but in
reality.

Think It Over: some thinkthey are “perfect” simply
because they deceive themselves. They measured
themselv es against others who are imperfect.
Others don't really think about striving for holy
perfection,it’sjust not that important. How about
you?
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Christians are routinely asked “Is Christianity
the only Truth?” We don't have to answer, the
Bible answers repeatedly and clearly.

John 1:9 That was the true Light which gives
light to every man coming into the world.
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.

That's just a couple of verses froma long list that
plainly states 1) the Bible is true and 2) it is the ONLY
truth deliveredto us supernaturally by the One who
createdus (afew more: 2Tim 3:16-17;John 17:7;
2Pet 1:20-21;Psa 19:7; Psa 119:160; John 10:35).

Satanhas always created confusion about Truth
trying fo make the Bible just another *holy book”,
no better orworse than otherreligions.

The Bible alone has withstood thousands of years of
the most intense scrutiny and skepticismonlyto be
proventrue and right everysingle time it touches on
the topics of history, science, archeology, geology
and cosmology.

What's more, the Bible stands with rival concerning
prophecy (foretelling the future). Unlike vague
predictions such as those by Nostradamus, the Bible
has dozens of specific, detailed prophecieswritten
hundreds-to-thousands of years in advance, all of
which came frue tothelast letter.No other “holy
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book” evenattemptsto present detailed
prophecies.Only the one true Creator God of Time
and the Universe, who existsinall timesineternity
can tell His finite creationwhat will happen in the
future.

If we found a book writtenin 600 B.C. that
accuratelyrecordedeveryNFL football score from
1950-2050, would we have any reasonto doubt it as
“NFL Truth”2 Of course not, but then again, “NFL
Truth” does call you to be accountable to Holy God
like the Bible does.

Any objective personwho studies fulfilled prophecy
in the Bible canreach no other conclusion:the
Bibleis divinelyinspired, it must come to us from
outside our finite limitations of time and space, and
if all the prophecy initistrue, everythinginit must
be true.

Don't be infimidated by political correctness and
our culture.Boldly declare the Bible as the only
source of eternal Truth, divinely delivered to us by
our Creatorwho wantsus to know TRUTH and live
by it.

Think It Over: How oftendo you hesitate or
compromise your response when asked if
Christianity (or the Bible or Jesus) is the ONLY fruthe
There is a lot of cultural pressure to not be
“jludgmental” but why should Christians deny what
the Bible claims about itself, and let people believe
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alie2 Don't be a coward. Stand up for the Truth,
and declare it with boldness.
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Commands are a good thing; a light to
show you the best way to live. They are
light that dispels darkness.

Proverbs 6:23 For the commandment is a
lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs of
instruction are the way of life,

As humans we naturally lookin all sorts of places to
“find out what todo and how tolive”.It's natural
and good to want direction, guidance,
mentoring...a search fora meaningful life. That's
why we have a huge self-helpindustry, “life
coaches” and endless people offering theirinsights
(like mel).

There is only one perfect,unchangeable,
completelytrustworthy place to find this guidance
and thatis God's own Words (and a true mentoris
only as good as the degree to which they
communicate God's Truth foyou). People often
characterize God's commands and instructions as
fun-killers and old fashioned. That’s nonsense.

Our Creatorknows (and has toldus) exactly the
verybest way forus tfolive to have the most
happiness, the greatest purpose and continuous
joy. Wejust think we know better.

God’'s commands are a lightin a dark world. His
instructions are the tfrue way to a fulfilling,
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meaningful and regret-freelife... thelife youhave
been searching for.

Think 1t Over: W here are you looking for advice and
wisdom about life?2 It's both tragic and puzzling that
we (evenmost Christians)ignore/neglect the VERY
W ORDS OF OUR CREATOR and replace themwith a
bunch of a worldly,rah-rah, self-esteem,
therapeutic, humanist nonsense and then act
surprised/disappointedwhenit doesn't work.
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Consider what great love God lavishes on
you... love you did not deserve.

1]John 3:1 Behold what manner oflove the
Father has bestowed on us, that we should
be called children of God! Therefore the
world does not know us, because it did not
know Him.

“Behold! What manner of lovelll” “Behold, what
manner of love?2” “Behold what manner of love...”

You canread that statement many ways. W hat an
extraordinarylove God shows when he calls you
and me - rebellious, flawed, sinful and inconsistent
you and me - His own child! W e become strangers
tothe unbelievingworldwhen we actuadllylive like
one of God'’s children.

“Behold what manner of love”is not just a
proclamation but a questionas well - a questionfor
us to ponder, answer, and discuss. It's a fantastic
questionto center a Bible study or small group
around. It should solicit multiple answers fromevery
person, many of which you will never hav e thought
of.

Ephesians 2:4-6 But God, being rich in
mercy, because of the greatlove with
which he loved us, even when we were
dead in ourtrespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace youhave
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been saved— and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus (emphasis mine)

1John 4:10 Thisis love: notthat we loved
God,but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
(emphasis mine)
Think It Over: hav e you pondered "what manner of
love”isalove giventothose who deserve exactly
the opposite? Hav e you ever meditated about
“what manner of love”is bestowed onus when we
did not love God, were justly condemned for
eternity, and violated God'’s holy standard?e W hat
manner of loveindeed!
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Did you know Jesus died for you when you
were absolutely undeserving and powerless
to do anything to save yourself?

Romans 5:6 For when we were still without

strength, in due time Christ died for the

ungodly.
Itis one of the amazing truths of Christianity that
God lovedus, died forus and reached out fo save
us evenwhen we didn't deserveit,couldn’t earnit
and absolutelyhad no strength (ability) to do
anything to pay the penalty for our sin against a
holy God.

Doesn't matterifyou agree, believe orrespond,
you hav e sinned against your Creator, and you
WILL be held accountable for it, and justly
condemned. That's the bad news you cannot
avoid...no more than you can stand on traintracks
withfingersin your ears and eyes closed while
ignoring the train about torun you over. Do so at
your own peril.You've been put on notice.

The good news is, God paid the penalty for you.
God the Son, Jesus Christ,became aman, liveda
perfect life,and stepped up to take upon Himself
the penaltyfor sin that everypersonexcept Him
owes to God. YOUR penalty, and mine, has been
paid. It was a free gift that God gav e humanity
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evenwhen humanity in no way deservedit.That is
LOVE.

Think It Over: Do you any in way think you deserve
God's favorordeserve your salvaftionbecause you
are a “good” person? Hav e you considered you
were ungodly and helpless, and Jesus died for you
anyway? How thankful are you for that fact?
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Do people know you are a Christian?
Should we go around announcing it?

John 13:35 By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

Let'sseeif | canreword the verse more simply: “By
this all will know you are My disciples:if you have
love forone another.” Nope, doesn’t get any
simpler than that.

While there are certainly plenty of appropriate
situations that call forus to voice our faith, overall,
your life should testify of your Christianity by the
demonstrationoflove towards ofhers.

Especiallyyour fellow Believers. “If you have love for
one another”... does that mean everyone?ina
general sense, yes, but more specifically, the world
knows we follow Christ because we LOVE other
Christ-followers.

Think It Over: Honestly... do you fruly love other
Believers2 Not just inword or concept, but in
attitude, service, time and energy? Do you love
them only as the opportunity arises, ordo you
activelyseekways to love them? Show the world
your lov e for Christ by your lov e for His disciples.
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Don't “lean on my own understanding”™?
Isn't that what we do automatically?

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, And lean not on your own
understanding;

First, we lean on our own understanding naturally...
by default... automatically.lt’s human nature.
Second, deep down most of us believe “ourown
understanding” isjust fine. After all, honest people
don't think “I know I'm wrong about this but I'm just
going to go withit anyway”. Sowhat's the deal
then?

Here's the deal: “The heart is deceitful above all
things and beyond cure. Who can understand ite”
(Jeremiah 17:9). The heart (your mind, your
thinking) can be terriblyself-deceived. Unless your
mind is constantlyrefreshed, informed and guided
by God's Word, it can absolutelyfool you. It can
feelright, appear right,and scream “IT's RIGHT!!II”
but be plainly mislead, misinformed and flat out
wrong.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and when your
own understanding lines up with God’s Truth, then
you can be sure about it.

Think 1t Over: No one wants to admit our “own
understanding” may be flawed, deceived,ignorant
or flat out wrong. It takes spiritual courage to admit
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this possibility (and yet when you finallydo, it'sa
fremendous blessing because you start to depend
on the Lord).
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Do you feelimprisoned? Emotionally?
Financially? In relationships?
The Lord can set you free...

Psalm 146:7 Who executes justice for the
oppressed, Who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord gives freedom to the prisoners.

Freedom to prisoners... there are lots of ways fo be
imprisoned. Financial stress, emotional distress,
betrayal, hopelessness, disease, persecution—the
iron bars of the mind can be evenmore destructive
than physical bars.

Here’s the rub though: a lot of our prisons are of our
own making. Bad decisions, sin, spirifual cowardice,
emotional frailty... we've become a lukewarm,
spoiled and wimpy lot for the most part. Much of
our whining and oppression are due to fleshly
expectations of an easy life and ever-increasing
abundance. The only way out of that prisonisto
learn what frue contentment is fromScripture, and
mature your way spirituallyto freedom.

Other types of imprisonment are outside of us and
veryreal:sickness, disease, persecution, evil.The
bad news is, there’s not a thingin the worldwe can
do to avoidthose.The good news is— FOR
CHRISTIANS ONLY —is that God uses all our
circumstances to bless us, grow us and bring us
closerto Him. There is no circumstance or
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temptationthe God does not provide the strength
tfoendure.

For those, we are only imprisoned when we fail to
let the Lord free us but the Lord can only free us
when we humble ourselves and depend wholly on
Him.

Think It Over: Are your oppressions and
imprisonment because of your own choices (fleshly
expectations that are not being met)2 The Lord can
free you from those by renewing your mind with His
W ord.ls your imprisonment fromsickness, sin or evil?
The Lordfrees us by givingus hope, courage and
strength.
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Feel like evil is attacking you today?
Wish you had a bodyguard? If you are
a Christian, you do.

2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful,
who will establish you and guard you from
the evil one.

It's a scary thought to face the evilinthisworld
without protectionand yet most do. Christians
however,do not. The Lord protectsthem.

That doesn’t mean they get to escape the bad
thingsin life whether physical or emotional... it
means that no matter what happens, the Lord has
our back. He's watching overus.No matter how
bad things get, we are still destinedto a home in
Heavenand everything will work out for our good
evenifwe don't understand it orsee it.The Lord will
neverlet us endure something He does not give us
the strengthto endure. We willneverface evil
temptationwithout away of escape.

It's a fremendous joy to know Jesusis our
bodyguard. It's a tremendous tragedyto think of
the v ast majority of humanity who haverejected His
protectionandlove.

Think It Over: God doesn't promise to keep us from
evil but He does promise to protect usno matter
what. “Protection”is hope,joy, peace, blessing and
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eternal perspective no matter what life throws at us.
Hav e thanked the Lord for protecting you?2
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Feeling weak and powerless? Maybe you're
looking for strength in the wrong place.

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might.

W e lookfor strengthina lot of places: physical
fitness, positive thinking, pleasant circumstances,
self-focused therapy, money, sex, drugs, bravado...
but real strengthis found outside of anything we
are, or have, orcan do.

Christians are the sole beneficiaries of real strength
because realstrengthis found in only one place:
“the power of His (Jesus) might”. What is Jesus
“might”2Itis His essence, who He isinherently, His
eternal attributes, His nature, His power.

Jesus is God. Jesus is Eternal. Jesusis Creator. Read
Philippians 2. Jesus is All-Ev erything (Powerful,
Knowledgeable, Present).That's real power...and
when we give ourlivesovertotallytoHim, the Lord
supplies us withall the power and strengthneeded
tolive a JOY-FILLED life. Joy is knowing the Truth
about life and eternity and transcends
circumstances. "Happiness” comes and goes with
circumstances.

Think It Over: You need neverfeelweak or
powerless or at the mercy of life's ups and downs. If
you are looking for strength anywhere but “in the
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power of His might” you'll eventually be
disappointed.
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Do you hate evil? No, not just in words or in
concept. Do you HATE sin? Does it show by
your thoughts, choices, words, and deeds?

Psalm 97:10 Youwho love the Lord, hate
evil! He preserves the souls of His saints;
He delivers them out of the hand of the
wicked.

Conceptually, we know evilis...evil.Intellectually
we give ascent to the Bible's warnings and
characterizations of wickedness. But do we REALLY
hate sin (manifestedevil)2

“"Hate"is a word that gets thrown about casually
today but inrealityitis a veryharsh, awful word. I
means you wish something was dead and gone,
destroyed, condemned for eternity withno hope.
That's why Jesus likens “hating your brother” o
murder (Matt 5:21).

"Hate"is supposed to be our attitude towards sin.
WeHATE it.Weloatheit, it disgusts us. W e wish evil
and wickedness were eternally cast away. It's easy
tothink that about evilingeneral, or the
wickedness of others, but what about YOUR sin, MY
sine

Do you reallyhate YOUR sin2 Your mouth might say
"yes” but how about your thoughts, your language,
your choices, your schedule, how you spend your
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money? Talk is cheap. If you truly hate evil (personal
sin) then it will show in all aspects of your life.

Think It Over: Hate.... HATE sin. Do you? Or do you
just dislike it alittle because it makes you feel guilty
or ends up withsome bad consequences
occasionally?
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Do you KNOW that you KNOW that you
KNOW you have eternal life? Why not?
God said you could.

1]John 5:13 These things [ have written to
you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, that youmay know that youhave
eternal life, and that youmay continue

to believe in the name of the Son of God.

“I'm not sure...” That isa very common answer from
Christians when asked if they REALLY KNOW without
any doubt they are going tospend eternityin
Heaven.

Some don’t know forsure because theirlifeis
anything but Christ-like and, rightlyso, they have no
realrelationship with Jesus whichis the first
ingredient inbeing confident about eternity. Or
maybe they have withheldsome part of theirlife
from God where theyrefuse to obey God.

Some don't know because they’'ve grown up with
the ideathat losing your salvationis as easy as
forgetting to ask forgiveness for asin you
committed.Now, whether or not you believe
someone can renounce their faithin Christ, or forfeit
salvationby livingincontinuous, unrepented sin
(that’s a whole other doctrinal question), thisis
different than believing everysinyou commitis the
potentialloss of eternal life until you “get all ‘fessed
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up”. That's just unbiblical bondage. Saved,
unsaved, saved, unsaved... of course you can’t
“know you hav e eternal life” if you think like that.

The factis, God says specificallyand plainly “that
you may know you have eternallife”. So either
God was lying or exaggerating OR that's what He
meant. What separates Biblical Christianity fromall
otherreligionsis the fact that YOU CAN KNOW you
are going foHeaven.

What keeps us from “knowing” is sin and
disobedience which erodes our confidence in
Christ. What allows us to know is “believinginthe
name of the Son of God” which is authenticated by
our hatred of sinand our obedience to Christ.

Think It Over: If you are a Christianand you don't
know fora fact you are savedand going to
Heaven, the first place tolookis always the same
for everyone:sinthat you are ignoringin your life.
W hat part of your life, works, morality or obedience
are you withholding from Christ2 There's your
answer.
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Do you long for something reliable? That will
never change or go away? That can be
trusted alltimes no matter what? | found it.

Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass
away, but My words will by no means pass
away.
One reallyfrustrating thing about life is how
unreliableitis... circumstances, friends, family, jobs,
the economy, politics... youcan't trust anything to
be predictable and consistent (except that
everything consistently unpredictable).

Friends abandon, family betrays, the economy
tanks, politicians lie, things are great one day and
crappy the next. That's “life”. Totallyunreliable.We
long for predictability, consistency and
frustworthiness but there’s only one place it can be
found.

God's Wordis Truth. It neverchanges. It never
bends to culture or majority vote.No matter what
the circumstances, the W ord of God remains true,
steady and unmov able.

It's a shame so many people have neverread it.It’s
a shame so many Christian hardly read it.

Think 1t Over: Most people spend all their time,
energy and life on stuff that is unreliable while
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givinglittle time and effort to the one thing they
can frust. How about you?2
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Dont envy people who get ahead by any
means less than generous, honorable,
humble and Godly. Their success is
temporary at best.

Proverbs 3:31 Do not envy the oppressor,
And choose none of his ways;

Life seems unfair when people who are mean,
dishonest, greedy or manipulative seemto get all
the breaks and enjoy things we can only dream of.
W e see arrogant, self-absorbed people waste their
blessings and take for granted abundance that
never comes our way.

W e should neverenvythem. We should nevergive
intothe temptationto choose the same path just
so we can get ahead. It'sthe expectedpart of a
sin-cursed humanity that evil, godless and less then
honorable people appear to get ahead and have
it all.But it’s all an illusion that will either endin this
life,or the next. Don't be temptedby it, bothered
by it, or jealous of it.

As well, don’t be envious of those who seem to
enjoy a more blessedlife who actually ARE good,
honest and loving folks.Be happy forthem.
Applaud their blessings. You can never be truly
content orready for more blessings from God if you
are envious of those who have more, whetherevil
or upright.
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Think It Over: Weliveina countrywhere wealth
envy, discontent and jealousyis relentlessly used to
make people angry and covetous eitherto get
them to buy something, or vote forsomeone who
will - by force — fake something from one person
and giveif another. Don't be part of thisevil.Be
content.Choose righteousness.
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Everyone is looking for gains... gains in the
stock market, gains in their career, and gains
in lifestyle. Want some real gains?

1 Timothy 6:6 Now godliness with
contentment is great gain.

God promises "great gain” if we are Godly and
content.Simple formula, difficult fo achieve... not
because God made it hard but because we are a
verydiscontent and ungodly people.

GODLINESS: submitting “self” o God. God's ways,
His plans, His purpose, His standards. Not mine.

CONTENTMENT: Being satisfied that God knows what
is best and has us right where He wants us at the
moment while directing us towards where He wants
us to be tomorrow.

The worldwants us to be ungodly. Sin,lust,
selfishness, pride — evilis not considered a personal
right beyond alljudgment.

Our culture wants us to be discontent.Politicians,
marketers, Hollywood and business keeps us
convincedwe are not gettingwhat we deserve
(and supporting themwill get us there).

GREAT GAIN = Godliness + Conteniment. Simple
math.

54



Think It Over: If you can't define *Godliness” and
“confentment”, orevaluateitinyour own life, you
have no hope of the great gains God promises
from them. If you can define them but they don't
define you... no great gains for you either. God's
promise is on His terms.
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Everyone is looking for the fountain of youth
but it can only be found in one place, or more
accurately, in one Person.

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in
Me, though he may die, he shall live.

Inthe movie “Braveheart”, William W allace says
“Everyman dies. Not everyman reallylives.”
Sounds good but it's nof Biblical. First, not every
man dies (Enoch, Elijah, those who are alive when
Jesusreturns).Second, everyman (person) does
“live” ...forever. Just depends on where.

Jesus reminds us that for those who place their
faith*inHim, evenifthey die (symbolically through
a life of suffering/sacrifice, or literal physical death),
they will live forever. Inthe spirit of what Wallace
says, the only people who REALLY live, are those
who live for Christ.

*Faith?2 Think of it like this.| can believe that a
parachute exists.|can believe what it was made
for and has the potentialto be used for. FAITH is
when | add trust to my belief, put on the parachute
and jumpout of plane. Itisonly then that I've truly
put my “faith” in the parachute. In the same we
can can believe who Jesus is... we can believein

His message that He can save us. Buf we only have
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faith in Jesus when we add trust to the belief and
put our eternal destinyin His hands.

Holy Grail2 Fountain of Youth? It's not an object,it’s
a Person... Jesus Christ. Want tolive forever? Die
today. Die to Self, die tosin, die to pride, die fo any
effort tosave yourself.Though you may “die”, you
shall “live”.

Think It Over: Have you ever considered how
opposite everythingis when you compare the
world'sways versus God's waye Want tolive? Die.
Want to be first?2 Go to the end of the line.Want to
prospere Be a giver.Want to beliftedup? Bow
down.
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Feel alone? How? God watches over you
when you come, when you go, when you stay,
and when you leave; He watches always and
forever.

Psalm 121:7 The Lord shall preserve you
from all evil; He shall preserve yoursoul.

Many people feel all alone. In the midst of co-
workers, family events, evenbigchurches... they
feel alone.

Sometimesitis self-imposed because they make no
effort toreachout to others because they are
fearful, orshy, or hurt, orinsecure... or maybe they
are one of the “takers": people who always expect
from others but nevergive.

Sometimes people feel alone because they don't
fit.Somelife event has put them in an odd
categorythat just doesn’t easily match up with
others.In those cases, other people avoidyou
because itsuncomfortable, or they just don’t really
know how to be around you. Thisis common after
divorce, cancer,death or losing a job.

Sometimes people are lonelybecause theyare
looking for companionship, purpose, meaning and
fulfillment in all the wrong people or things.

Lonelinessis a by-product of the sin curse. We once
had perfect fellowship with God and loneliness did
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not exist. For those who turn to God on His terms,
they will enjoy an eternity where loneliness cannot
happen. Forthose who reject God, an eternity of
utterloneliness awaits them.

Think It Over: God neverleavesus.|f you feellonely
today perhaps you have walked away from Him or

furned away from Him. There is only one Person who
willneverleave you or betray you.
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Go outside. Look up. Look down. Look
around. Do you see the work of God's hand
proclaimed? No? Maybe you need some
spiritual eye surgery.

Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory
of God; And the firmament shows His
handiwork.

Notlong ago | was sent a video.In this videowas a
crowd, clapping and amazed. On the stage was a
row of top designers, engineers, programmers and
scientists.

They had built a mechanical bird that resembled a
real bird... it flapped it’swings and movedit’s tail
like areal bird. They launched the bird out tofly
overthe crowd who cheered in appropriate
wonder.

Whencompared to areal bird, the mechanical
bird has only the tiniest fraction of its capabilities
and features.The real bird isinfinitely more
complex, functional and adaptability (eventhe
smartest humans can barely scratchthe true
complexity and architecture of a living animal).

Rightlyso, the team that built the bird received
much congratulations and admiration. What's
puzzling to me is this:it takes a feam of the world’s
best engineers, programmers and scientists to
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DESIGN a mechanical bird with only fraction of the
beauty and ability of areal bird... and most likely
those same scientists, and most of the cheering
crowd will adamantly declared the REAL bird just
happened by accident overalong period of time,
the product of random mutationand chance.

They would laugh at anyone who said their
comparativelysimplistic project birdjust
“"happened” by random processand time... but
condemn others as ignorant and superstitiousif they
declare a Great Designer (God) createdthe very
birds they modeled theirmechanical bird after.

Think It Over: Can anyone said “blind faith”e Can
anyone say “hypocrite”?2 This is the foolishness you
have to embrace when you foundationallyreject
the existence of God. "Our mechanicalbird
required a team ofscientists, engineers and
programmers... but real birds just happened by
random chance and time (because we don't dare
admit Godexists).” What a shame. Theirown
incredible workis their own personal proof of God’s
existence and they stillignoreit. Just sayin’.
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Go outside. Look up. When's the last time
you scanned the sky hoping to see Jesus on
the horizon coming back for you?

1Thessalonians 4:16-18 (ESV) For the Lord
himself will descend from heaven with a cry
of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. Therefore,
encourage one another with these words.

As Christians we oftendiscuss the concept or belief
that Jesus will return at any time, but how often do
we look up in the airactually expecting Him?2 How
much has His imminent return actually affected
how you live your life, how you think?2

If you were told “sometime in the next year, a man
will come walking down your road with one million
dollarsin cash togive to YOU but you have to
watchingand available whenit happens”, how
oftendo you think you would look out the window
tosee if he was coming? How excited would you
be? How much of your thoughts would be
consumed with expectation? How would you alter
your life toaccommodateit?
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This is exactly the situation Christians are in except
it’snot a millionbucks, it's a prize worth eternally
more. Walk outside and look up.

Think It Over: W e oftentalk about, feach about and
think about Christiantruths but it's much less often
that it actually changes how we live and think.
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God has a special compassion for the
broken-hearted and crushed; if you find
yourself at the hottom today, the Lord is near.

Psalm 34:18 The Lord is near to those who
have a broken heart, And saves such as have
a contrite spirit.

It was providential that this verse was next on my list
today. | experienced a great example of thisverse
just thisweek.

| spoke with a familywho had givenup their
daughter for adoption about 7 years ago because
of severe financial hardships. It was a truly a
situation of a parent making a tfremendous persond
sacrifice so that her child could have a betterlife.|
can't evenimagine how hard it would be folet
loose of one of my small children, possibly never
seeing them again but knowing it was an unselfish
act of love forthem. Broken hearted.

For the first few years the adoption organizations of
their countrywould send aregularupdate about
the child’s welfare.Then they stopped. Whenthe
motherinquired, she was toldthereis no
information, do not tryto find or contact your
daughter. Crushed.

For three more years the mother and family grew

increasingly sad about neverseeing or hearing the

daughter again. She toldme that a few days ago
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she an intense dream about her child and she
determinedto beat on the doors of the officials
again and fryto get information. W hile she was
doing this, a close friend of hers got on the Internet
armed with asingle clue, and through a series of
blessed coincidences from God, came upon a
Facebook page that she was sure was the
adoptive family. She contactedthat familyvia
messaging and they responded “yes, you have the
right family!”

The adopting family had lost all contact and
information about their daughter’s biological family
on the otherside of the world. They had absolutely
no way of knowing who or how to contact anyone.
Soallthey could do was wait and hope their
daughter’s biological family would someday find
them online. It fookmany years but that day had
come.

I'm reminded of this as a write today because the
biological mother was genuinely broken-hearted at
the thought of neverhearing/seeing her daughter
again. Evenher own mother (the daughter’s
biological grandmother) said she had only one wish
before she died: fo hear from the granddaughter
one last time. God gav e her that desire of her
heart.

The love of the motherwas so real, the sound of her
daughter’s voice over the phoneled her to
collapse on the floorin uncontrollable tears of joy.
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God heals the broken hearted. Whenyou have
experiencedthisforreal, it is unmistakable.

Think It Over: Often what we are broken-hearted
about is trivial and selfish. That's not what thisverse
isabout. The Lord is near to those who love Him, are
humble, who acknowledge Him as Lord, and whose
hearts are broken. W hile this verse is primarily
speaking about salvation, it certainly has
applicationto those eventsinourlife that crush us
and break our heart. And one last note: while the
Internet and social media has many ill effects and
much of itisa moral sewer, thank God for
technologythat can bring lovedonestogether no
matter how far apart on this planet.
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God is compassionate above all; He responds
when we sincerely cry out for help. He does
not delay. When He hears, He answers.

[saiah 30:19 For the people shall dwell in
Zion at Jerusalem; You shall weep no more.
He will be very gracious to you at the sound
of your cry; When He hears it, He will
answer you.

Unlike flawed humans who sometimes don’t hear
us, can't hear us or purposely choose toignore us,
God is always listening and ready torespond. There
are some conditions fo God's “hearing” though
that most Christians are not taught or do not
consider...

e Sinmust be confessed (2Chron 6.26; Psa
66.18; James 5.1; Prov 1.28)

e Unforgiveness must not be present (Mark
11.25)

e  Wemustbe asking forthe right reasons
(1John 5.13-15; James 4.3)

e Wehavetohave faithin Christ (John 15.7)

e  Weaskin Jesusname for His glory (John
14.14)

¢ Wehavetobe obedient (1John3.22)

e  Wemust ask God in belief (Mark 11.24)

e You must be freatingyourspouse ina
Godly manner (1Pet 3.7)

Upon meeting those conditions though, God
promisesto hear, be gracious and answer. It will be
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HIS answer which often does not match what WE
want tohear. Sowe have to be ready to accept
whatever answer comes from the Throne.

W e understand that a good earthly father would
neverignore the sincere cries for help from their
children. How much more will a Heavenly Father
respond to the heartfelt prayers and tears of His
children?

Think It Over: Only Believersin Christ enjoy the
priceless treasure of knowing that God listens, hears
and responds graciously. Many Christians do not

av ail themselves of this unique privilege andsadly,
unbelieverscan't evenbegintoimagine if.
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God is never slow about keeping promises;
not by HIS definition of slow. By our
definition? Sometimes, yes. I'll stick

with God's version.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward
us, not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance.

God keeps His promises.On His timetable.
Sometimes we mistake His timing for a lack of
attention, ora “no” answer when reallyit is our own
impatience at work.

First we need to make sure thereisno sinthatis
hindering our prayers. And, we need fo pray
according to God’s will forour life. We need to
determine to frust His answer evenif it doesn't fit
what we want or understand.

Past that, we simply adjust to God'’s timing.If God
has made a clear promisein Scripture,thenhave
no doubt that He will be faithful... just know that

God will fulfill His W ordin HIS best timing, not yours.

Think It Over: W e think a few hours or days is long
wait. W e think years of waitingis God not paying
attentionor caring. God is eternal. A MILLION years
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isa blink of an eye toHim. Learnto be aware of
and frust God's timeframe, not yours.

70



God is working in you but we fight Him a lot
by trying to work our own thing.

Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in
you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure.

What a war we fight inside. As Christians, God lives
in us but our old sin-cursed flesh fights Him footh and
nail for control. If we would simply to submit to Him
in all things, He would accomplish both His will and
pleasurein our lives.

We think“l can't help myself” ... but you can
because God islivinginyou. We think “l have no
clue what God wants me to do” but you should
because God is at work in you.

W e claimnot fo know God's will but thereis no
reason to.God dwellsin you to fulfill His will. We
struggle withunderstanding what will fruly bring joy
and purpose in thislife but you don't have to. Itis
God'’s pleasure tofill you withjoy and purpose.

Think It Over: God is working IN YOU right thisvery
moment. Do you believeit?
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God will supply every need you have
ACCORDING TO HIS riches in Christ, and that's
the trick: our needs according to Christ.

Philippians 4:19 And my God shall supply all
your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.

Too oftenthat verseis used as some sort of “God is
a geniein a bottle” spiritual trick verse to teach
people the Lord will supply you with all your needs...
ACCORDING TO YOU.

W ellthat's not the meaning at all. Philippiansis a
book that teaches us about humilityand service
pointing out that Jesus was the ultimate example,
giving up everything for nothing, trading the throne
room of Heavenfor a filthy manger.

By the time you get tothisverseinPaul’s letterto
the Church in Philippi, the real meaning is this: as
you choose tolive alife of humble service andlove,
as you face theinevitable persecutionthat will
come to every Christ-follower, as you battle a world
givenovertosinand wickedness... don't worry.
God will supply you witheveryneed according to
His richesin glory by Christ. God will supply you with
everythingyou need tolive the life He wants you to
live (yourreal "best life” by the way not some top
ten book-selling, fleshly v ersion of it).
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God supplies you not primarily for YOUR benefit
(though it certainlyis) but for the real prize: to glorify
His Son.

Think It Over: W e are marketed a lot of silly and
shallow Christian prosperity and therapy that would
make God nothing but our own personal W almart
and BFF. Discard this spiritual immaturity and
embrace thereal life God has foryou that is one of
genuine humility, service,love andjoy.

73



Have you ever done any PURE and FAULTLESS
Christianity? Do you know what itis? If not,
you should give it try.

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widowsin their trouble, and to
keep oneself unspotted fromthe world.

One of the greatestjoys| haveisto givetoan
orphanage and to help local widows. W hy?
Because | don't have towonder if my motives are
pure.

They can't repay me. They can't give me some
advantage. As for the orphans, they may never
evenknow me. That's why it is "pure and
undefiled"... helping those for whom thereis no
hidden agenda foryou; it's only for their good and
God'’s glory. It's also a picture of salvation: helping
someone who cannot possibly help themselves
which God did for us.

W ant to do something good today?e Want to do
something heartwarming, tfrue and pure? Want to
investinsomething that will repayin blessing bothin
this life and eternity?2

Help some orphans have alife they could have
neverhoped for. Do something kind and helpful for
a widow who has no one to depend on.
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Think It Over: W hat about the last part of the verse,
being "unspotted”? That is talking about keeping
the dirt and stains of an evil world off of you. How
can you do that2 Well, that’s amuch longer answer
but one way is to engage in truly good works... like
taking care of widows and orphans.
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Have you prepared your mind today? Have
you set your hope? Do you long for fully
revealed grace? Are you self-controlled?

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be sober, and rest your hope
fully upon the grace that is to be brought to
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

"Gird up theloins of your mind..."” | dare you to run
around foday saying that to everyone you meet.
You'll probably get a collectionof stares, laughs
and maybe a straightjacket.

W hat doesit mean though, “girdup your loins”?2
Sounds like something you need to get a shot for at
the doctor’s office, but it’s not. Without giving you
the whole background you could say it today as
“tie up all your loose ends” or “secure everythingin
anticipation of the work at hand” or “remov e any
obstacles that will inhibit what you need fodo”. It
means deal withthe spirituallyloose ends of your
mind and emotions; correct any wrong thinking
(withthe Bible as your rule of thumb); get out of the
way any thoughts or emotions that hinder your
spiritualrace; don't let anything exist inyour life that
will you to stumble in your Christianwalk.

W hat are some of those things?2 Ignored or indulged
sin, unresolved anger or bitterness, ungodly
attitudes, conversations that are not upliftingand a
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blessing.They could also be situations or habits that
hinder your faith; friendships or activities that trip
you up spiritually.

Tie up, secure, deal with, fix ("girdup”) anything
that will get in the way of your full holiness, service
and devotionto Christ foday.

Think It Over: Most of us Christians just “wing it”
everyday in our spirifual walkand don't give much
thought, planning or actiontoit.Front fo back, the
Bible continually speaks of our Christianjourney
being one of purpose, willful choices, hard work,
alertness, planning, diligence and full effort.
ACTION, not passiveness.How hard do you work at
living out your faith?
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Have you reasoned with anyone lately? How
about reasoned concerning salvation? Did
you tell them their sins are like scarlet?

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason
together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins
are like scarlet, They shall be as white as
snow; Though they are red like crimson,
They shall be as wool.

Weliveinan unreasonable time. Withthe out-of-
control growth of the language of "tolerance"
(whichiscompletelyintolerant of any idea that is
different fromits own) and the decline of people's
abilityto disagree civilly, the amount and intensity
of unreasonable people has grown dramatically.

Whenwe finally do take the opportunity as
Christians toreason withunbelievers, it is now
common to present a feature-rich, personally-
beneficial,"what'sinit for YOU" Gospel message.
W e just want them tosay “yes!”, evenifit’s built on
emotionand the expectationof superficial
blessings.

If you notice fromour verse, there are two sides to
the Gospelstory. There's the feel-goodside that
your sins will be "white as snow" (forgiven) but
there's also the bad side: your sins are "red like
crimson". That means you hav e blood on your
hands... you are guilty and owe a debt to your Holy
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Creator. Modern evangelismleaves that part out
whichis a big injustice to the unsavedworld.

They need to hear the good news AND the bad
news. Infact, good news isnot evengood news
unless you have bad news to compare it to.

Think It Over: Whenwas the last fime you reasoned
withsomeone about salvation? Didyou give them
both sides of the story2 Have you everstoppedto
consider:how can someone know they need a
Savioriftheydon't know they need to be saved
from something? W hy would someone need to
hear about going to heavenifthey don’t know and
believe theyare going to Hellg Bad news, then the
good news.
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How about some mercy, peace and love?
How about some in abundance? Yeah, me
too. Only God offers it, but on His terms.

Jude 1:2 Mercy, peace, and love be
multiplied to you.

There are all sorts of things multiplying today that
we could do without.Immorality, violence, cheats,
thieves, corruption, heartache, sickness... seemslike
there is multiplied bad news, bad times and bad
stuff.Signs of the times...

Aaaaah... [insert longrelaxing deep sigh here]...
what ajoy to be a Christianand be sure that no
matterwhat life throws our way, God also has
plenty of mercy, peace and love just for you, must
for me... multiplied exponentially. Sadly, those who
ignore God reject this blessing and miss out; but for
those of us who acknowledge our Creatorand give
Him rightful placein our life, we have "mercy,
peace and love MULTIPLIED".

Think It Over: As a Christianyou should live
transcendently (abov e circumstances). You should
live with an eternal perspective (eyesonthe
Heavenlyprize). We don’t get to check out and
skip the hardships of life but unlike the lost world,
everycircumstance has a purpose, answer and
blessing.
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How do you live a pure life? Obedience.
Obedience is the key to many things like
assurance and growth. Simple but powerful.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love
one another fervently with a pure heart,

How do you live apure life2 Obey. How do you live
a holy life2 Obey. How do you live adisciplinedlife?
Obey. How do you live aregret-freelife2 Obey.
God.

We don't like “obey” because our cultureis all
about “ME": the flesh, impulsiveness and self-focus.
Obeying God isthe complete opposite.

If you obey God about mordality, you'll live apure
and healthy life.If you obey God about being a
holy and separated fromthe “world”, you'll be less
sinful and mature spiritually. If you obey God in your
choices and daily living, you'll av oid bad habits
that take your life the wrong direction and hurt you.
If you obey God in all things, you'll have nothing to
lookback onin regret.

Think It Over: Obedience is the primary indicator of

frue salvation. A person who cares not, and does

not obey show evidence theyare stillenslavedto

their flesh and master of their own life. For Christians,

obeying God shows our humility, our gratefulness,
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our intelligence and ultimately the genuineness of
our faith.
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How do you use your gifts? Graciously and
freely? Or grumbling the whole time? We
should use our gifts to serve others.

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another
without grumbling,

We are too busy. Me too. It can take the joy out of
being hospitable. Just the thought of cramming in
another dinner, or invitingsomeone overmay be a
source of evenmore stress for alot of people.

The easy answer that “life coaches” and sugary,
folksy preachers throw out to us is "just slow down,
enjoy life... blah, blah, blah”. That sounds great but
for most peopleit simply isn't realistic.Kids, sports,
church, school, work... lifeis full and some best-
selling, sun-shiney adviceisn’'t going fo magically
change things nor should it. THIS is our life in this fime
in this culture.

Sowhat now? The answer is fo obey Scripture no
matter what our situation. If you choose a busy, full
life (and you do CHOOSE it,no one forcesit on
you), then the solutionis to obey anyway: be
hospitable without grumbling. Be hospitable witha
good attitude, a thankful heart, with expectations
of enjoyment and blessing.

The command is "be hospitable without grumbling”
not “be hospitable without grumblingif you have
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an easy going life withlots of time for others and
everythinginyour lifeisroses and puppies”.
Obedience is the primary indicator of true salv ation
and always a source of blessing, especiallywhen it
involves asacrifice onour part.

Think It Over: While life is veryfull and busy for us
these days, that doesn’t mean we don't actively
consider pruning things from our life especiallyif we
can verifythat anactivity or obligationis keeping us
fromserving the Lord.
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How do you view the truly poor?

Not the “welfare-I-don't-want-to-work”
poor, but the genuinely poor? It matters
what you think.

Proverbs 17:5 He who mocksthe poor
reproaches his Maker; He who is glad at
calamity will not go unpunished.

A lot of people are skeptical about the "poor”
foday (in Western culture) and for good reason. Our
culture has created an entire class of “poor” that
are richbeyond belief comparedto the TRULY
POOR of the worldtoday orthe TRULY POOR of
history.

Our “poor” have iPhones, flat screenTV's,
cigarettes, tattoos, fancy tire rims, designer clothes
and expensive game consoles. Add that fothe
buffet of government handouts and its oftenhard
tofeel charitable towards our entitlement-minded
“poor”.

But... what about the frulypoor? Widows without
family and no income?2 Orphansg Families whose
financial lives have beendestroyed by a
catastrophicillness orinjury? The husband/father
who is working three jobs very hard to feed his
family but through no fault of his own simply cannot
make a higher income? The genuinely disabled (as
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opposed to our millions of “disabled by lifestyle
choices”)?

Our attitude towards the authentic poor, the truly
destitute, says a lot about our heart. Whenwe lack
compassion tfowards themit reveals that we are not
thankful the Lord has chosen to bless us, for all we
have that is good comes from God. Whenwe
laugh at those who suffer frue poverty, weinvite
retribution fromthe Lord who disdains such
haughtiness and pride. Whenwe simply don’t care
about the poor (nevereventhink about themor
notice them) it exposes a lack of spiritual maturity
that acknowledges God'’s grace (because any one
of us could be fruly poor by the end of the day due
tosome catastrophic event).

Think It Over: It is a real skill and exercise of maturity
today tojudge which “poor” truly deserv e your
help as opposed to simply enabling and
encouraging laziness, victimhood and the
entitlement mentality. Whenever the opportunity to
be generous towards the truly poor presentsitself,
don't hesitate, and be generous. The Lord sees and
will bless you for it.
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How have you treated your enemies lately?
Fed them? Drinks? Heaped any burning coals
on their head? No not the revenge kind...

Proverbs 25:21 If your enemy is hungry,
give him bread to eat; And if he is thirsty,
give him water to drink;

Even Hitler freated the people he liked well... as
long as he likedthem. Being kind to those you feel
favorable tfowardsis not a test of character.It’'s how
you treat your enemies that shows your frue nature.

How do treat those who betray you, lie about you,
take from you, slander you, try to drag you down?
Whenyou are faced with choosing retribution or
kindness, revenge or compassion, payback or
charity, you are faced with the exposure of the frue
quality of your heart and rev elation of your
perspective onlife...isit temporal oreternal? s it
selfishorhumble? Is it forgiving or vengeful?

Listen,itisNOT easy to be kind, forgiving or
charitable towards your enemies. It is brutally hard
but the blessings of it are many and eternal.

Think It Over: Few Christiansraise themselves fo the

elite heights of spiritual maturity that isinvolvedin

blessing your enemies, forgiving them and praying

for theirwelfare and salvation.It's one of the

hardest Christian attributes to attainbecause it

fights against everyounce of your flesh, emotions
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and pride. You can only do it when you ignore your
emotions and CHOOSE to do so... specifically
determining fo take actionin direct contradiction
toyour emotions and your natural tendency.
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Humility, gentleness, patience, love; these
are the traits of those walking worthy of the
Christian faith. Are you walking worthy?

Ephesians 4:1 |, therefore, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the
calling with whichyou were called,

Humility: a modest and realistic opinion of one’s
true status... not the ego-centric, me-focused, self-
esteemnonsense that isso common today. It's
recognizing 1) your true nature and 2) where that
leavesyou compared to a Holy God.

Gentleness: not the effeminate emasculation of
males or the politically correct lack of conviction for
females but rather an authentic compassionand
empathy for others,and the caringtouch of a
servant’s heart.

Patience:remember patience?It’'s beenreplaced
withimpulsiveness, instant gratification and lack of
self-control. Patience... waiting... for theright time
in the right way for the right thing.

Love:love can be defined today as various
combinations of sex, pleasant emotions and your
current state of happiness (circumstances).True
loveisbasedin choice,sacrifice, commitment and
obedience to God.
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Think It Over: To walk worthy of your salv ation, these
four characteristics are foundational. How do you
measure up?
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| hear from people every day in awful and
heartbreaking circumstances. We have a God
who can restore our joy and uphold us.

Psalm 51:12 Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation, And uphold me by Your generous
Spirit.
Life canrob you of your joy. I'm not talking about
momentary circumstantial happiness.l mean your
JOY, and any good feeling about being dlive.

Divorce,jobloss, sickness, betrayal,injury,
misfortune... the “thief comes to steal, kill and
destroy” (the Bible says that specifically about
Satan, but but “life” can be areal thief at timestoo,
huh?)

For Christians, no matter what life throws at us, we
have a sustainable, renewable,impregnable,
predictable, dependable, franscendent, faithful
source of joy: the fact that we are saved.

| mean really...stop and think about it. Does it
REALLY matter how bad thislife gets2 It’s not fun fo
sufferloss or hardship or persecution, but compared
to E-T-E-R-N-I-T-Y, thislifeis a blink, a wisp, a vapor, a
moment, a flash. Then comes Eternity which will be
endlessjoy. Endlessisa verycomplexwordinthe
original Greek. It means... ....... ... ... ... endless.
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If you need some JOY NOW, think about salvation
and the eternity that awaits you... and joy will be
restored by our Generous Father who gives us all
good things!

Think It Over: E-T-E-R-N-I-T-Y: "He will wipe everytear
from their eyes. There will be no more death' or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away." Revelation21:4
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| love life and want to see good days. How
about you? Is there a way to do that? The
Bible says there is. ..

1 Peter 3:10-11 For “He who would lovelife,
And see good days, Let him refrain his
tongue fromevil, And his lips from speaking
deceit. 11 Let him turn away from evil and
do good;
Let him seek peace and pursue it.
Life coaches, personal growth gurus, success and
motivationcelebrities... the world looks for *good
days” in lots of places but rarely fromthe Good
Book, the only place it can be found (f you want it
tolast).

Want tolovelife and see good dayse Confrol your
mouth. It's the cause of most problems for most
people.

Want tolovelife and see good days2 Hate evil, fum
away fromit.Look for good thingsto be involvedin.

Want tolovelife and see good days2 Be a person
of peace. Activelyseekit. What does that mean?
That means do everything within yourreasonable
power and opportunityto be at peace withothers.
You can be at peace by being patience, kind,
offering forgiveness, seeking forgiveness, being
unselfishand generous.
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| guess that's not enough for a top selling book or
excitement-filled seminar....But it's enough if you
want tolovelife and see good days.

Think It Over: In what ways are you seekingtolove
life and have good days? Evertriedgivingthe
advice fromthe Bible a shot instead of Oprah, Phil,
Zig or Joel?
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If you love Jesus, obey Him, period.
Obedience is the single highest authentic
indicator of true saving faith.

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to

him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My

word; and My Father will love him, and We

will come to him and make Our home with

him.
The Christianlife as presented todayis mostly “what
God cando for YOU!" complete withpromises ofa
blessedlife, God's "best” foryou and of course
material prosperity. The Bible howeveris more
about obedience not personal prosperity. Over and
overinScripture the clearest and most often
declared proof of genuine salvationis OBEDIENCE
(particularly the Book of 15t John).

W hat does “obey” mean? It means doing what
God says no matter how you feel, no matter what
you've experienced, evenifit doesn't fit your plans
or expectations, andregardlessif you understand
or agree.

W hy?2 Because obedience exposes much about us:
gratitude (for beingsaved); humility (understanding
our status compared to God’s); trust (you obey
God trusting He knows what is best) and faith (truly
living out your professed Christianity).
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Think It Over: How many parts of your life can you
say "l know what the Bible says, | know what God
wants, | know what God commands but because
of , I'mnot going to obey.” If
obedience is a primary indicator genuine salv ation,
what does a continued refusal to obey indicate?
An absence of salvation? Or a Believerindanger of
God'’s discipline? Could be either.
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In aworld increasingly hostile to the pure &
exclusive Truth of the Gospel, you can rest
assured God's grace continues to spread.

Colossians 1:6 which has come to you, as it
has also in all the world, and is bringing
forth fruit, as it is also among you since the
day you heard and knew the grace of God in
truth;

Christianity takes a beating physically and verbally
everyday. Open season. Say whatev er you want
about them no matter how untrue orinsulting, you
get applause. Everytime thereis a mass shooting or
fragic event, the first blame gets pinned on
Christianityinsome form or fashion. Then when that
accusationis provenfalse, you neverhear a
refraction. Neverfails...

Gays, Muslims, minorities, otherreligions suffer (real
or made up)? Front page news! Christians
slaughtered, raped, kidnapped, robbed? Crickets
chirping.

Christians shouldn't be surprised by this. America
has given God the left foot of fellowship and after
decades of being shown the door, God has
obligedus in many ways. Persecutionand the
deteriorationof society/order/goodness/civilityis a
givenat this point (ironically and predictably THAT
getsblamed on Christians too).
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Never fearand never be surprised by this. Jesus fold
us that the world hates Him, and it will hate us too.
Doesn't matter.Doesn’t affect our salvation, our
eternity, ourrewards orthe fact the winner has
already been declared: GOD.

Think It Over: Christianity will flourish, it will transform
lives, it will save souls, it will bring hope to the
hopeless, life to those who are surrounded by
death. The only questionfor YOU is: will you hang in
there and be a part of God's plan or bail out when
the going getstough?
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In principle, some people are chased by
misfortune even if they have temporary
success; prosperity pursues the righteous.

Proverbs13:21 Evil pursues sinners, But to
the righteous, good shall be repaid.

NOTE: Every time I write something about a
common culturalissue, someone thinks’'m writing
this about THEM. This cam e up in Bible study last
week. | NEVER write things pointed at specific
individuals. | have over400 Bible verses already
picked out and were put in an UNCHANGED order
a couple of months ago. | just take the next one in
line each day. This one came up today. Any
coincidentalsimilarities related to any individual |
know isjust that:coincidental.

In a Bible study recently (spurred by some of our
current culturalissues) we discussed how misfortune,
crisis and trouble seemto follow certainpeople.To
clarifybefore | continue, | understand that bad
things can happen to ANYONE evenif they are
doing everything “right”. Not talking about that.

I'm talking about the person who surrounds
themselv es with those who are always in personal
turmoil; people who have a victimmentality,
always blaming ofthers and circumstances for their
current woes; people who have an entitlement
mentality (versus amindset of personal
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responsibility); people who constantly make
impulsive,lazy, short fermand fleshly decisions then
act indignant and surprisedwhen they aren’t
rescued by somebody else (those selfish, greedy
people just won't do their fair sharel).

We have a culture today of a few people (and still
shrinking) who take full responsibility for their life,
make sacrifices, practice discipline andliv e frugally
only fo accused by the masses of being greedy,
uncompassionate, and “lucky”. That same group
then applauds (and votes for) governing powers
who will fake money from the responsible and
reward theirresponsible. Notice I did not say “the
poor”. The TRULY poor - whose povertyis not
because of laziness, foolishness orimpulsiveness -
deservetobe cared for and helped up.

The lazy, undisciplined and irresponsible do not.
Misfortune hounds them at everystep... butit’s
never their fault. And someone else should pay for
it.Or else.

Personally,I'm prettysick of if.

Think It Over: If you're first reactionis tostart calling
me names (especially those that endwith “phobe”
or “ist"”), mostlylikely you are part of the problem.
Take responsibility for your life.Help those who are
trulyin need (widows, orphans, the sick, the
injured... those such as a familywhere | live whoiis
about tolose a husband and father of five to
cancer... those are the people who deserve help).
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If you are in the group of “misfortunates” I'm talking
about, then here ismy advice to you: quit asking for
help, take responsibility for your own life, start
making sacrificial decisions that willlead you a
betterlife where you can begin to be part of the
“help others” community and not the *help me”
mob.
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In Western culture it is very hard to even
understand this command much less live it.
We pass over it easily & pretend to comply.

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conductbe without
covetousness; be content with such things
as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will
never leave you nor forsake you.”

Be content.

What's that you say... you don't need a newer,
nicercar¢ You don't need a biggerhouse? You
don't have to have THIS SEASON'S newest fashions?
If you judge by our culture, apparently you do, and
not only that, you DESERVE all those things.That's
the relentless drumbeat of materialismand the
marketing message served up millions of times a
day by everyelectronic screen.

Whatis covetousnesse It's wanting what you don'’t
have because you are not content withwhat God
has currently provided; or because someone else
has more than you; or because you think you
deserve more than you have.

Covetingisnot "success” or "achievement” or

evenjust simplyhaving more “stuff”. Nothing wrong

withany of those. It'sthe constant dissatisfaction

withwhat you have, jealous of the blessings of

others, believing you aren’t getting what is “fair” or

what you “deserve” (what wereallydeserveisa
102



lessonfor anothertime). It's the inabilityto be truly
joyful when viewing the
success/blessings/recognition/rewards of others
and deep inside believing YOU should hav e those
things too (or instead of them).

Be content with whatyou have. Why2 W ell first of all
because God commands it.Second, when you are
discontent withwhat you currentlyhave, it robs you
of the joy of anything you gain subsequently. Third,
discontentis the “"dangling carrot” disease of
materialism... neversatisfied, always one step away
from being cured.

Being discontent has NOTHING to do withwhat you
do or don't have. Itis a spiritual mindset.The
content personcan neverbe robbed of their
contentment, and the discontent canneverbe
content no matterwhat they have.

Think It Over: The writer of Hebrews (Paul) gives us
the secret to contentment: Jesus willneverleave
our side. Who cares WHATwe have.Confentment
comes from WHOwe have...regardless of our bank
account, material wealthor temporal security.
That's why the poorest of our world can be happy
withthe simplest things of life... and the richest of
our world can be miserable in the midst of
opulence.
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Is your life dark today?
Shine the True Light on it..

John 1:5 And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it.

Life can be dark often, and in many ways. Personal
circumstances can range from difficult to tfragic.
The economy can be a big concern. Relationships
can be in turmoil. Cultures can deteriorate into
increasedevil. The ways that the light of life can be
dimmed or snuffed out are seemingly endless.

It only takes alittle bit of light to brighten things up
though. Think about the nature of light. You can be
in massive caverndevoidof any light,and single
spark or flame will light up much of it, and can be
seen from far, far away. “Lifelight”isthe same
way... just alittle goes along way.

The source of light isimportant to. Whereas a
change of circumstancesrepresents aflicker that
quickly and inevitable goes out again, the “light”
(hope, blessing, purpose, spiritual clarity, etc) that
comes from God is a solarflarein a dark world. The
darkness of an evil world, the darkness of
hopelessness, the darkness of hard circumstances...
all are dispelled by the life-giving, hope-giving,
purpose-giving, strength-giving light of God.
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Think It Over: People turn to false religion, human
ideas and short-termsself-gratificationlooking for a
little light intheirlife. That's like trying to fire up wet
wood withan old match... like a flashlight with
dead batteries. Youcan't find reallight from the
wrong sources. There is only one frue source fora
powerful, life-giving, darkness dispelling light: Jesus
Christ. That willhave NO meaning to you and
sound foolishif you've never put your faithand
hope in Him.
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Isn't it amazing, & sad, that our Creator sent
LIGHT into our world, and still most of the
world chooses pitch black hopelessness.

John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that
the light has come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil.

The worldis dark. Darker in some places, getting
darker in evenmore.

W hat is darkness? Evil, wickedness, betfrayal, lies,
oppression...it's growing everywhere.Seems there
isno longer a single place or culture on Earth that is
not growingin darkness, be it morality, violence,
persecutionor poverty.

Sowhat to do about it2 First, Christians understand
that thisis the natural tendency of the human race.
Those who reject God and the Bible believe
humans are basically “good” while Scripture clearly
tellsus that is opposite of the truth.In reality, apart
from God, man is desperatelywicked, continually
seekingevil. You certainly would not learn this from
the neverending list of Christian ear-tickling books
that promote the same “self-esteem™ and "*you're a
good guy” we find in humanist theory, but the
history of humanity givesirrefutable andrelentlessly
repeatedevidence that the Bible isindeed
absolutely correct.
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Understanding thisreality, the Christianthen
recognizes that “darkness” presents an opporfunity
toshine the Light. Whenyou walk in a dark room, or
the electricity goes out, or you find yourself outside
in the pitch dark, what is your first thought, impulse
orinclination2 Shine alight, right2

Whyisn't that our first and strong desire when it
comes to spiritual darkness? It should be. Shine the
Light.

Think It Over: W henis the last time you shined
spiritual Light info adark life, situation or culture @ By
the way, why do capitalize "Light”2 Do you know
what I'mreferringtowhen | do that?2
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It's nice to be on God's side. No matter what
we face, no matter the odds, we know that
God fights for us and we must not fear.

Deuteronomy 3:22 You must not fear them,
for the Lord your God Himself fights for
you.
In the past year more and more people tellme how
fed up, mad, discouraged and ashamed they are
of what is happening in America. Many of them
just want to "check out” and ignore it all. Can’t say
| blame them.

W hile we may get verytired of how confusing,
unfair, backwards and ungodly everythingis
becoming, we (Believers)neverhave tofear, be
anxious or lose hope. The “tolerant” crowdis now
anything but tolerant, and it is increasingly open
season Christians. W e know that persecutionwill
come (eventhough we don't want it, nor should
we) and we know our fight is withthe powers of
darkness that are really work.

There is only one answer for us: You must not fear
them, for the Lord Your God Himself fights for you.

Think It Over: We win. Neverforget that.
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Jesus made Himself NOTHING for us; how
hard is it for you to make yourself NOTHING
for other people in order to serve them?

Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being
in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of
a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.

We don't liveina culture where being “nothing” is
encouraged or honored. To be “nothing” in this
context means putting someone else first; it means
not looking out for number one; it means not
pounding your own chest and saying “it's all about
mel”.

Entertainment says “look at me!”. Hollywoodsays
“love me!”.Sportssay“I'm the man!”. Politicssays
“What'sinit for me?2". Even many “Christian
celebrities” make it all about them (their popularity,
their enrichment, their adoration).No part of our
culture says "be nothing for the sake of others”
except averysmall and rare fraction of Christ-
followers who hav e not only learned this truth, but
taken the step of faithto giveit atry. It'snot
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enough tosimply nod your head in agreement in
Sunday School... you have to actually make the
sacrificeinreallife.

The rewards are eternal and guaranteed. Empty
yourself for sake of another and see if you don't find
riches beyond anything this world can offer.

Think It Over: It's not an all or nothing thing. Just
carve out some part of your life here and there
where it's NOT about YOU. There's always plenty of
timeto care of “Self”.
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These are Jesus’ own words, so call Him
intolerant and judgmental if you want. Hear
ME, helieve in ME, | AM the Only Way.

John 5:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he
who hears My word and believes in Him
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall
not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life.

Weliveina "tolerant” culture that is anything but
tolerant. "Tolerance” today as used by the various
groups screaming for it is defined as: "we accept
any one who promotes our lifestyle choices and
aggressiv ely criticize, marginalize and criminalize
any person or group that evenhints of opposition™.

Inreality, the kind of “tolerance” demanded today
isnoft just plain old folerance (ie."live and let
live")... you must promote, normalize and educate
all of society (especially children) according to their
agenda or you have not been tolerant enough
and must be condemned.

If you reallywant to get down toit, what
“tolerance’” reallymeans today is the acceptance
of any and all immorality, sinful behavior or atheist
beliefs no matter how wicked, deviant or
destructive; the hatred of America; and the
rejection of God, specifically Christianity and the
beliefin eternal justice and Jesus Christ.
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No wonder people hate Jesus (and without
hesitation use His name in the most vile andinsulting
ways). The fact remains, by Jesus' own words, He is
utterlyintolerant declaring Himself the Only Truth,
the Only W ay, the Judge and the Giver of Life. And
itis that intolerance that allows us to anchor fo an
absolute Truth for all eternity.

Sadly, most of humanity will only see the
“infolerance” (asifintoleranceis always a bad
thing) while ignoring His monumental lov e of
humanity that cost Him an excruciating death, and
His ultimate sacrifice that resultedin the offer of
eternallife, eventothose who hate him.

Think It Over: The offer of eternallifeisextendedto
all, for God so lovedthe world that He gav e His only
Son, that whosoever believesin Himmight have
eternallife.So while you're accusing Jesus and His
followers of intolerance, remember that YOU are
being offered eternallife too... on His terms. How
intolerant. How monumentally loving...
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Lack self-control? All of us do to

some degree. A lack of self-control is like
an unguarded home. Self-control protects
us from sin.

Proverbs 25:28 Whoever has no rule over
his own spirit, Is like a city broken down,
without walls.

“Rule overhisown spirit..."” Translated:self-control.

“A city broken down withno walls..." that’sa
descriptionnot veryfamiliar fo us today but is
perfectly clearto most of humanity. Historically,
when people gathered tolive ina community they
had to construct walls around theirlocationto
defend against those would come tosteal, kill and
destroy. City walls were requiredto protect those
inside.

Self-controlislike “citywalls for the soul”. Self-
control protects us from people, circumstances,
temptations and the powers of darkness that come
tosteal, killand destroyus spiritually and morally.

Self-controlis the abilitytoreignin, temperand
deny your emotions, desires or fleshlyimpulsesin
exchange for what is best long term. Weliveina
culture that worships a lifestyle of doingwhatever
you want, whenev er you want, as long as your
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immediate lusts, feelings and desires are fully
indulged.

Turmoil, drama, crisis... it is no surprise that this
describes the lives of those who lack self-control.
They are cities without walls.

Think It Over: Whetherit's you, orsomeone you
know, how many times have you seen this truth
played out2 Those who lack self-controlare
constantlyin circumstantial crisis and spiritual
deterioration, yet the idea of having self-controlis
completelyobjectionable because it would mean
denying short term gratification. Often, thereis only
one thing that changes this kind of person: PAIN.
Whenthe pain of staying the same becomes
greaterthan the pain of changing, they may finally
build some citywalls.
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Life & light... The hope & joy that comes
with feeling alive and on the right path.
You can find true life and light in one place.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men.

Light and life. Just the phrase stirs up feelings of
growth, joy, hope, happiness and energy.

Jesus is all those things and infinitely more.

He is the light of hope in a dark and dreadful world.
He is lifeinthe midst of death and disease. He is
light that exposes evil, wickedintent andlies. He
offerslife for all eternitywhen we are faced with
certaindisappointment and death in asin cursed
world.

Make no mistake... apart from Christ there is only
darkness and death. It may be camouflagedin a
dimlight, or temporarily disguised to fool you but in
the end, without Jesus, thereis no life, thereis no
light. Only death, despair, hopelessness, futility,
blindness and total darkness (emotionally, spiritually
and ultimately physically).

With Christ, nothingin this dark and dying world can
tfake away our light and life (truth, growth, joy,
energy for life, hope, and eternalreward).
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In Jesus is Life. He isthe light for all who will turnto
Him.

Think It Over: Lifeis hard. | cannot evenbegin to
imagine facing this life without the hope, light and
life of Jesus. Jesus gives us purpose, reason, fruth
and direction. Jesus allows us tolive ABOVEthe
circumstances of thislife because we know that NO
MATTER WHAThappens today, our eternal victory,
destinyand reward is already won, and waiting for
us. Life and light...
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Loved any enemies today? Prayed for
anyone who has persecuted you? Yesterday?
This year? Ever? How come?

Don't have any enemies?

Matthew 5:44 But I say to you,love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good
to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you,
This is one of the hardest commands to follow for
Christians.It's easy to nod your head in agreement
when you hear itin asermon. It'scomfortable to
discussin Sunday Schoolincommunal piety. It's
veryspiritual to advise someone else THEY should be
blessing their enemies and praying for them.

But when the rubber meefts theroad and enemies
come-a-callin’ at OUR door, MY door, YOUR door,
well the excuses and the justifications start bubbling
up like a witch's cauldron.

“You don't understand what happened...” “l know
the Bible says pray formy enemy but | just can't
possibly bring myself to do it for THIS person...” “It'sa
waste of time praying for them, they are beyond
everchanging”. And on and onwe go.

It could be the ex-spouse, the politician, the
business partnerwho cheatedus or the heavy-
weight gossip at church spreading lies about us...
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what's easy in concept (“bless those who curse
you") becomes seeminglyimpossible in practice
("pray for those who persecute you™). And we think
because it feelsimpossible that alleviates our
responsibilityto obey. We get a Godly pass.

Think It Over: W e often confuse the DESIRE to obey
withthe CHOICE to obey. The Bible doesn’t say we
hav e to FEEL LIKE blessing and praying for our
enemies. It says we must CHOOSE to do so. Your
emotions are secondary, real yes, but secondary.
Obedience isthe evidence of genuine faith and
salvation.To obey one of the hardest
commandments in all of Scriptureis strong
evidence of strong faith.
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Many people get the best of others
simply because itis within their power to
do so. Taking advantage of someone
weaker is wrong.

Proverbs 22:22 Do not rob the poor because
he is poor, Nor oppress the afflicted at the
gate;
Whether anindividual, abusiness, a culture ora
government, exploiting the weak, poor and sickis
despicable. And yet, the frequency and sev erity of
itis growing.

W hy? Respect forlife,law and goodness is
plummeting. The government enslaves the poor
withentitlementsinorderto enrich and empower
politicians. Government-sanctioned exploitation
naturallyleads to the governed following suit. There
isno end toscams, financial fraps and get rich
quick promises. Lotteries, high-interest credit,
casinos, payment plans, no money down... all
designed torelieve those who can least affordit of
theirlittle bit of resources.

Christians should never be part of any
business/industry/plan/scheme/effort that exploits
the poor and financiallyignorant. As much as
possible we should be a help through education,
advice and mentoring.
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Think It Over: Christianleaders should be teaching
frue Biblical financial discipline and principles, not
foolishand fleshly *health and wealth” nonsense.
“Money" isa frequent topicinScripture but it's not
a message of indulgence. It is a message about
giving, God'’s providential care, discipline,
stewardship and contentment.
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Need some marching orders? Need things
simple? Watch... stand fast... be faithful, be
brave, be strong. Any questions?

1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch, stand fast in the
faith, be brave, be strong,

| oftenget questions or hear Christians talk about
how hard it is to figure out how tolive the Christian
life.Truthis,it’snot hard to KNOW,,it's hard to DO.

Today's verse,intypical Apostle Paul fashion,
punches home a simple yet profound list
concerning the Christianlife.

Watch: be alert, be on guard... Christianityis not
passive. Like a solider on guard duty, there are
multitudes of enemy out there who would like
nothing betterthanto see you destroyedin all
ways: physically, financially, spiritually and
emotionally.The enemy isn't passive...theydon't
take a break; they don’t sleep in battle. Christians
offendo totheirdemise.

Stand fast: literallymeans to drive astake into
something. What2Into “the faith”. Not YOUR faith
(whichis offentaught today). Drive astakeinto THE
FAITH. That means the Truth, the Bible, the Word,
Christianity. It is your rock, your foundation, your
measuring stick, your standard. Anchor toit, tie
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yourselftoit, cement yourselftoit... drive a stake
into the Faith.

Be brave: thereisa lot aspiritual cowardicein
Christianity foday. W e let the world tell us what is
right and wrong and somehow reinterpret (or
ignore) Scripture to fit. We let the culture silence us
about holiness and Hell. W e let political correctness
marginalize us withrelentless condemnations of
“jludgmental” and “infolerant”. Be brave, God is on
your side.Be brave, you've already be declared
victorious.Be brave, Truthis on your side.

Be strong: God givesus everythingwe need by His
divine power to be spiritually and emotionally
healthy, vibrant, active... STRONG. Av ail yourself of
what Jesus has already provided. A weak Christian
isa Christianrelying on their own strength. A strong
Christianknows strengthis only found in the
resources God provides.

Think It Over: W atch, standfast in the faith, be
brave, be strong. If you need it simple and clear,
there you go.
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No matter what happens, what tragedy, what
calamity, what valley, the righteous always
have a place of refuge. The wicked do not.

Proverbs 14:32 The wickedis banished in
his wickedness, But the righteous has a
refuge in his death.

The wickedneverescape theirwickedness.No
matterhow much it seems they get ahead, have
fun, skirt therules, get away with things or profit from
theirsin, they never escape the unbreakable law:
you reap what you sow. The wickedneverescape
their wickedness.

Sowho iswicked? Ifwe asked a hundred people
we would get a thousand different answers.Sowe
don't ask finite and fickle humans, we furnto what
isunchanging: God's Word.The “wicked"” are
anyone who disregard God and live life following
their own version of goodness or selfishness. They
don't care about God orthey don't believein God
or they don't acknowledge God or they aren’t
accountable to God (in their mind).

The wicked are not just criminals or corrupt
politicians or crooked business men. The wicked are
anyone who lives theirlife thumbing their nose at
God (sometimes while putting on a show of religious
hypocrisy that fools those around them). That
means the wicked can also include soccer moms,
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church staff, teachers, professionals or charities...
doesn’t matter what they looklike on the surface,
God knows the truth.The wicked can neverescape
their wickedness no matter what how nice they
dress up theirlives and deceiv e people around
them (and sometimes themselves).

On the otherhand, no matter how hard life gefts,
how evillife gets, how chaoticlife gets, the
righteous always have a safe place: GOD. The
righteous are those who live alife accountable to
God no matterwhat theirstatus or stationin this
world.

Think It Over: Choice... 1) inescapable wickedness
or 2) a guaranteed place of safety. It'sboth sad
and shocking that the v ast majority of humanity
choose wickedness when God has offered arefuge
to anyone who wants it.
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Overcome, overcome, overcome... a single
word that can define the daily Christian life.
Overcome the world, your flesh, evil.

Romans 12:21 Do not be overcomeby evil,
but overcome evil with good.

The worldis evil and gettingworse. It's open season
on Christians. Just today | read that ISIS israping,
torturing and chopping up Christian girls, taking
videos of it,and then sending movies and body
parts to their family, taunting them.

In America, thereis tolerance and patience for all...
except Christians. You can say anything you want
about them. Hollywood can portray them as
hypocrites, perverts, liars and nutcases and win
awards for their brave cutting edge work. From
every corner of our culture we are labeled:racists,
homophobes, bigots, haters,islamophobes, anti-
women, etc.

It's tempting torespond witha taste of theirown
medicine. Sometimesit wouldjust feel good to
smack the crud out of some of them wouldn't it2
Don't misunderstand, if | had to take up arms to
protect my family and country, | would withno
hesitation. Ifl had to pull the triggerto keep one of
those ISIS animals fromraping my daughter, I'd pull
it untill ran out of bullets. But defense of country
and protection of familyis different fromrevenge.
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As Christians we are neverseekrevenge, paybacks
for personal gratification. That is overcoming evil
withEVIL. No matterthe personal discomfort or
cost,we need torespond as Christ would respond.
It takes discernment, wisdom and maturity to know
what that responseis.

Think It Over: It'sironic that Christians of all people
on earth are generally honest, benevolent and
good citizens yet if you listento the media, we are
trouble making scoundrels of the worst hypocritical
sort. Our duty is fo continue to be good, continue
tolove, confinue fo demonstrate the patience and
mercy of Christ evenwhen our feelings scream for
some retribution.
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Peace... everyone is searching for it but there
is only one TRUE source of lasting peace for
troubled and fearful hearts.

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, My peace
[ give to you; not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.

The worldis a scary place. Life can be very
froubling. Dealing with this sin-cursed world and
fleshis anything but peaceful. Sounds hopeless
doesn'tit?

Apart from Jesus it is. Apart from Jesus, life goes
somethinglike this for the v ast majority of humans:
you're born, life sucks, you die. Prettydepressing.
Apart from Jesus it certainlyis.

With Jesus, thereis peace. Welive abovelife’s
turmoil and out of reach of temporary trials and
hardships because we live anchoredin our Lord’s
promises about thislife and the next. With Jesus, we
live with an eternal perspective knowing this life is
VERY brief and eternal life awaits. With Jesus, we
don't fear because we believe that no matter what
happens in thislife, nothing can separate us from
the lov e of Christ and our future home in Paradise
withHim.

With Jesus... peace. With Jesus... no troubled heart.
With Jesus... no fear.
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Think It Over: I'm amazed that multitudes of
humanity reject Jesus giventhe choice. Life stinks
and you die versus peace and efternal life. Hmmm,
I'm thinking. I'm further amazed that people who
do choose Jesus oftenreturnto their fear and
troubled heartsinstead of remaining hopeful and
steadfast in His promises.
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People don't keep promises anymore. God
keeps His for one thousand generations. |
think I'll put my trust in Him instead of man.

Deuteronomy 7:9 “Therefore know that
the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful
God who keeps covenant and mercy for a
thousand generations withthose wholove
Him and keep His commandments;

W hether politics, academics, sports or business, it
seems like broken promises and lies are not only “no
big deal”, they are almost expected. How many
fimes have you heard: "EVERYONE lies...".

Politicians lie somuch it's ajoke, and it’snot even
news or areason not tovote forthem. Students
routinely declare that cheatingis a must and when
the goalis “graduate” instead of “learn”, who can
blame them? Athletes andteams cheat because
losing comes at such a high cost and a lack of
charactermeans thereis no convictionor guilt
involved.

Movies and sitcoms treat lying as if it's normal and
only wrong “when it hurtssomeone else”.Even
worse, it'sajoke. | can't count the number of fimes
I've seen lying tfreated as humor on TV.

Promises today are only to be kept if it remains
advantageous personallyto do so. Otherwise,
fough luck. Evenin business, years ago | quit having
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clientssign contracts because Irealized that paper
promises mean nothing to someone who wants to
break that promise... and honest people don't
need to sign a contract assuring honesty. Not an
approach taught in business school but it works for
me.

Honesty (keeping promises, telling the fruth)isa
character trait,avalue. It exposes the condition of
the heart, mind and spirit of boththe individual and
the culture.

Think It Over: There is a reason why “LIAR" is af the
top of everybig list of sinsin the Bible.Lying corrupts
everypart of human character. “LIAR" is so awful to
God because itiseverythingHeis not, and He is
against. Satanis the Father of Lies. God is Truth and
incapable of lying.
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Share in the suffering of the Gospel? Really?
Isn't that pretty much opposite of preaching
we hear today about the good life?

2 Timothy 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed
of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings
for the gospel according to the power of
God,

There is a real disconnect between Scripture and
what you see on the Top Ten shelves at Christian
bookstores. If we were to evaluate Christianity by
the bestsellers list, we would determine it is all about
having your best day, prosperity, abundance,
divine health and personal happiness... but when
you read Scripture the Christianlife is about
sacrifice, taking up your cross, suffering for Christ,
persecutionand denying Self.

What's the deale Does God want us to be
miserable? Hasn't He read Marketing 101 and
figured out that suffering and sacrificeisn't nearly
as promotionally feasible as prosperity and
happiness¢ Can't we get more people onthe
Gospel trainif we are selling tickets to abundance
and blessing?

The Truthis this: GOD KNOW S what kind of life leads
tothe most blessing, reward and satisfaction. God
also knows that following ourSavior comes at a
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price and the price paid becomes part of the
reward we receiveinEternity.

What we give up now, we seereturnedforever
exponentially. It's a betterinvestment than gaining
all the riches or "happiness” (usually defined as
“ease, comfort and lifestyle”) that can be obtained
in this life.The Efernal Stock Market isinfinitely bullish
but your investments must be made in THIS life.

Think It Over: The therapeutic, self-interested
Christianity of today that is so popular (and sellable!
Does that tell you anything?) is in direct contrast to
the sacrificial, self-denying and eternity-minded
message of Scripture.
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Sin always leads to death; sometimes its
SLOW coming, but it always comes. There is
only way one to have victory over it...

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of

death is sin, and the strength of sin is the
law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sinin your life has one outcome: death. Death of
happiness, death of a clear conscience, death of
fellowship with God, death of spiritual and
emotional health, death of relationships, death of
peace... and sometimes actual physical death
directlyrelatedto the consequences of your sin.

W e do no favors by ignoring the reality of sin,
ignoring God's warnings about sin and pretending
that personal “freedom” to do anything we desire
(code for “unrestrainedimmorality”) without
interference or judgment from others or societyis
somehow a blessingrather than the curse itreallyis.

W e are toldincessantly by the current culture that
“love”is allowing any and all behavior, choices,
ideas and activity blessed by zero moral restraint or
standards. This is the EXACT OPPOSITE of frue love.
True love tells the truth about the consequences of
sin, the outcome of immorality and the inevitable
conclusion of unrestrainedsin: death.
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Don't be deceived.God is not mocked. Whatever
seed you plant, that's the harv est you will reap.

Think It Over: We havesolda lieto our culture.Love
is not the freedom tolive any way we want, do
anything we want, sin anytime we want. That is not
frue love ortrue freedom. Inreality, thatis a life of
bondage, loss and death. If you frulylove someone,
hav e the moral and spiritual courage to tell them
the truth. Our only victoryover oursinful nature is
first to admit the truthand then turnto Jesus who
diedtogiveus victoryoversin.
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A Common Response: | Don't Believe God
Exists Because of All the Evil We See Around
Us, A Loving God Would Not Allow This

Romans 1:18-20 The anger of God is against
all the evil deeds of men who in their
wickedness bury and silence the truth about
God. That Truth has been made evident to
all people ever since the creation of the
world; the complexity, design, magnitude
and order of Creation clearly shows God’s
eternal power, divine nature and existence.
Whoeverdenies God is without excuse or
defense. (Paraphrased - BR)

One of the most common declarations we hear
from professing atheists or casual agnosticsis along
the lines of: I don't believe in God because of all
the suffering and evil.If God does exist, he can't be
good if he just sits back and does nothing.”

Case closed, conversationover formost people
because the vast majority of people, even
Christians, cannot respond effectively. W hile ashort
little dev ofionlike thiswon't evenscratchthe
surface, let me just give you some random thoughts
off the top of my head to think about.

« Evil exists because free will exists. A true
relationship of love cannot exist if the choice not
tolove doesn't exist.Evilis what results when free
willis exercised against perfect love that God
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createdoriginally. God did not create robots
programmed or forced tolove Himand do
good. God createdus as agents of free will,
able to choose good or evil,love orrebellion.
You cannot truly love, obey or do good unless
thereis a genuine choiceinvolved.

Evil is the deficit of anything that is not perfecily
good. To the extent is falls short of perfectly
good, that is the degree to which some act or
choiceis evil (fromahuman perspective).
Cheating on aschool testisa‘little evil”
compared to murder whichis veryfar away from
being good. All "lessthan perfectly good” acts
are evil, but as humans we see degrees of evil.
Somethingis built into our spiritual knowledge
that some evilismore evil. People don't say “I
can't believein God because there are people
who shoplift bubble gum”. They say “l can't
believein God because there are people who
rape and murder little children....” Morality and
degrees of consequences are builtinto the
universal knowledge in everyhuman heart.

Evil is one of the sirongest PROOFS for the
existence of God. As finite humans, we
understand the need for justice and
accountability. If someone rapes and murders
your little daughter, thenthe existence of our
moral outrage and need for justice is a proof of
the existence of the child’s father. The
wickedness of humanity in allits mind boggling
severityand volume, isirrefutable proof forthe
existence of final accountability and justice by
Someone Higher than us because we all know
and believe that everyvile andevil act should
“"get what it deserves”inthe end. Humanity is
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incapable of justly punishing all wickedness, and
indeed, we see trulyevil people appearing to
get away with unspeakable wickedness all over
the world. W hat followsis a divinely-originated
and common conclusion formost that “in the
end, they will pay, you reap what you sow, if not
in thislife, the next”. W here did that moral
outrage and need forjustice come frome The
animal and plant kingdom hav e no sense of
morality and judgment... only humans do. W hy?
Because we are createdin God'’s image... evilis
one of the strong proofs of God's existence
because of unique sense of morality and
judgment. W e understand a human Judge who
must (and should) rightly punish a murderer. How
much more then does that sense of justice prove
their must be an Eternal Judge who presides
overallhumanity for all time?

Evil proves that a franscendent form of “good”
exists. You cannot have evil without having
good to compare it to. Oftherwise, evil would
just what we would consider “normal”. “Good”
is not subject to human opinion... rape is evil,
feeding the hungry is good. Man didn't
determine that;it is part of our spiritual nature.
Wejust "know it” (the divine law of our Creator
God writtenonour heart). That does not exist in
the animal kingdom in any form, soit proves
somethingis different about humans, something
that could have never“evolved”. "Good”
transcends mankind. It is not subject to a people
with hardened hearts or seared consciences
who might declare they think murder or child
molestationorthieveryis good. Evenif 90% of
the world declares and genuinely believes “rape
isgood”, does that make it good? Of course
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not, we stillknowrape is evil (whichbegs the
questionfor America: eveniffive Supreme Court
Justices and 40% of societydeclare that
murdering babies in the womb is good, and a
human right... does that mean inreality abortion
isnot evil2) Where did “transcendent good”
come from¢ The existence of franscendent
"good" proves God exists,and evilisonly evil
compared tothat “good”. If a “transcendent
good” exists, thenit stands fo reasonit must
come from an Intelligence/Person/Being that is
transcendent (above humanity) as well. Morality
cannot come from inanimate material. Morality
only existsinintelligent, self-aware moral beings.

Whatever exists does indeed exist because God
allows it. God issovereign...so the fact that He
allows evil (albeittemporarily) then BY DEFAULT
means evil will be usedto accomplish His will
and bring Him glory despite humanity’s motives.
The spiritually blind cannot understand that.
They cannot fathom of GOD who allows evil
(evenbriefly) and in His infinite power and
knowledge, uses that evil to display His
sovereignty,love andglory. Itisa verysmall
(and idolatrous) view of the God of the Bible
when humans dictate what God should and
should not allow.

Inreality most people who say “I can't believein
God because of evil..."” arejust parroting talking
points and easy excusesthat most Christians
cannot defend. It is a quick way to end any
conversationabout God, sin, eternity and
accountability. The truthis, the Bible tells us that
people KNOW the truth down deep, but they
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suppressit so that they can pursue the verysin
and eviltheysay proves God doesn't exist.

Once we understand how and why evil exists, and
accept that God issovereign, thenwe are left to
discover HOW God uses evilto make “ALL THINGS
[evenevil] worktogether forgoodto those that
love Him"” (Romans 8:28). Some examples foryou to
think about: tfowarn us about the consequences of
evil,tohumble us and show us our need for botha
Savioranda Protector, to strengthen us because
we all grow in the face of adversity and suffering, to
provide opportunities to help others and empathize
withthem, to demonstrate His power and love
when we see God give people blessingand victory
despite evensevere evil.

Think It Over: "l can’t believeina god would allow
evilorsend people to hell”. Good, me either.That
God doesn't exist, so don't waste your time
believinginit.The true Creator God is far more
powerful and loving than all of mankind'’s
wickedness and hatred. He is full capable of
fulfilling His will, accomplishing His plan and
displaying His glory despite evil. THATis GOD you
can believein.
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Considering Divorce?

Malachi 2:16 - “Forthe Lord God of Israel says That
He hates divorce...”

| get a lot of emails and questions. Frequentlyit is
about marriage and divorce.|thought | would
revisitthe topic fodaysince it remains prevalent
evenin Christianhomes. If you know someone
thinking about divorce, orevenin the middle of
one, send thistothem.

| am frustrated, but not surprised, overthe confusion
and lack of understanding concerning Biblical
teachingon divorce.Scriptureis pretty
straightforward about the topic but sound teaching
isbeaten down by a culture that has not only
accepteddivorce forjust about any reason but
wants to treatf divorce as not really all that big a
deal. Predictably, thisis exactly opposite of God's
instructionon divorce.lwant to present a
straightforward explanation of what God says
about divorce and remarriage.

You Can AlwaysFind What You Want to Hear

Like any sensitive cultural orreligious hot topic, you
can go out and find any number of websites,
churches or professed Bible teachers who will tell
you what you want to hear. Do you want
permissionor approval for divorce? There are plenty
of Christian preachers, authorities and writers who
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can explainaway the clear W ord of God and
leave the door wide open for divorce on whatever
grounds suits your need. You'll find all sorts of
definitions for "adultery” and all manners of Biblical
interpretationthat giv e just about anyone
permissionto divorce (orremarry).

You'll find feaching that is the equiv alent of
"God does not want you to be unhappy,
go ahead and get divorcedand ifit’s
wrong, God will forgive you™.

You'll find religious authorities who will tell
you there are along list of behaviors and
circumstances that are fantamount to
breaking the marriage covenant therefore
qualify for divorce.

On the otherend of the spectrum, you'll
find those who are cold and hard about
divorce foranyreason and apply an
extreme legalistic (oftenhypocritical)
standard fo marriage and remarriage.

Of course the most commonresponse to divorcein
Christianityis simply that it isignored either because
“it's none of my business” or “the problemis so big

we cannot do anything about it anyway”.

Divorceisseenas culturallyacceptable
and something the church should simply
not be all that concerned about.

You couldextend this towards the
complacent and casual attitude towards
sinin general, especially sexual sinsuch as
fornication, adultery or homosexuality.
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Let'slook at astraightforward and clear
presentation of what the Bible says about divorce
and remarriage. Your choiceis eithertotake the
Bible at face value, or entertainendless
interpretations and personal opinion that fit cultural
norms and personal preferences.

God Hates Divorce

It is paramount to establish up front God'’s opinion
of divorce. Unlike humans who throw the word
“hate” around casually, we must understand that
when God says he hates somethingit means the
Creator of the universe despisesit so much that he
wishes it did not exist (andwon't in eternity).

e Malachi 2:16- “Forthe Lord God of Israel
says That He hates divorce, Forit covers
one's garment withviolence,” Says the
Lord of hosts.Therefore take heed to your
spirit, That you do not deal treacherously.”
(NKJV)

God hates divorce because it does violence fothe
relationshipsinthe sacredinstitution of marriage
which is the foundation of humanity.

e Marriage brings stability, security, structure,
and health and is the means by which
mankind contfinues and increasesits
existence.

e Divorce destroys the verybedrock of what
the Creator has designed.
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e Besidesthe questionof sexual sin, thisis also
the greatest argument against the
proponents of homosexual unions.

e God hatesdivorce and God hates
anything that destroys or corrupts the most
basic and primary relationship he
established for his creation.

It is clear from Jesus own words that God only
allows divorce because of man's sinfulness and the
hardness of our hearts:

e Matthew 19:8 - He said to them, "Moses,
because of the hardness of your hearts,
permittedyou fo divorce your wives, but
from the beginning it was not so. (NKJV)

It is only because there are certainsituations and
consequences that arise fromsinful choices that
God allows divorce —eventhough he hates it.The
clearand simple teaching of Scriptureis there are
only two reasons God allows us to divorce: adultery
and abandonment.

Divorce on the Grounds of Adultery

W e hear great debate and long discussions
concerning the definition of "adultery.” However, |
think thisis much like hearing former Pres. Bill Clinton
ask “what is the definitionof 'is'"2 Unless we are
lookingto complicate theissue orto explain it
away, we are compelledto except the definitionin
its simplicity. Adulteryis a married personhaving sex
withsomeone otherthan their own spouse. That
always brings up a bunch of "yeah, but...”
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responses and | am only going to coverone of
them since it is commonly presented as grounds for
divorce.

“Yeah, but didn't Jesussay that even
lusting after another woman is adultery?2”

Yes he did, but thisis withinthe context of speaking
about purityand his standard of morality.

If divorce was allowed by God each time a
married person is guilty of lust, at some
point everymarriage would be eligible for
dissolution.

| would venture tosay that there is
probably no one who has ever gone their
entire marriedlife and neverlustedonce,
evenifjust slightlyand for a single moment.

Soobviously Jesusis not saying that lust (whichin
terms of sinis equivalent to adultery)is grounds for
divorce.The physical act of adulteryis. Great
discernment is needed and wise counsel should be
sought in cases where a spouse’s unfaithfulness

involves pornography or an intimate
emotional/romantic relationship withsomeone else.
Consider the simple clarity of these verses:

Matthew 19:9— And | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits
adultery; and whoev er marries her who is
divorced commits adultery.” (NKJV)
Matthew 5:32 - But | say to you that
whoev er divorces his wife for any reason
except sexualimmorality causes her to

144



commit adultery; and whoevermarriesa
woman who is divorced commits adultery.
(NKJV)

Divorce on the Grounds of Abandonment

The second biblical allowance for divorceiswhena
non-Christian spouse abandons the marriage.

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 - But to the rest |, not
the Lord, say: If any brother has a wife who
does not believe, and she is willingfolive
with him, let him not divorce her. And a
woman who has a husband who does not
believe,ifheiswillingtolive withher,let her
not divorce him.For the unbelieving
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the
husband; otherwise your childrenwould be
unclean, but now they are holy. But if the
unbelieverdeparts, let himdepart; a
brother or a sisteris not under bondage in
such cases. But God has calledus fo
peace. For how do you know, O wife,
whetheryou will sav e your husband? Or
how do you know, O husband, whether
you will sav e your wifeg (NKJV)

Whena married Christianhas been abandoned by
an unbelieving spouse and reconciliationisrefused,
God releases the Christian from the responsibility of
that marriage. The unbelieving spouse that has
abandoned the marriage isa covenant breaker.

However,as long as thereis a reasonable
chance forreconciliationthenthe
Christian’sresponsibilityis fo pray for the
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repentance and salvation of their spouse
and reconciliation of the relationship.
Once it becomes obvious that
reconciliationis never goingtooccur (this
may happen quickly or may take a while
depending on the circumstances) the
Christianhas grounds for Biblical divorce.

The prudent Christian will seek the advice and
counsel of mature Believers to help themknow
when reconciliationis nolonger possible.

The Christian and Remarriage

In all cases of Biblical divorce, a Christianis only
permittedtoremarry another Christian. This hardly
evenneeds explanation.The reality of divorce and
its subsequent heartache should be enough fo
teachany Christianthey should only consider
remarriage to someone who shares their Godly
convictions about it. Just in case we need further

direction, the Bible is clear:

Mark 10:11 - SoHe said tothem, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her. (NKJV)

1 Corinthians 7:39 — A wife is bound by law
as long as her husband lives; but if her
husband dies, she is at libertyto be married
towhom she wishes, onlyin the Lord.
(NKJV)

It is obvious when you take the verses that describe
the tworeasons God allows divorce incontext that
both of these versesjust listed couldsay “unless

you've been Biblically divorced” or “if you've been
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Biblically divorced.” A Christianwho has been
divorcedonbiblical grounds is free toremarry only
another Christian.If the person you're going to
marry has been divorced, they must have been
divorcedonbiblical grounds as well.If either party
was on Biblically divorced and the marriage occurs
anyway, both are guilty of adulterybecause in
God'’s eyes one or both of themis not free to
remarry.

e  Christians who ignore God's clearword on
divorce and remarriage are subject to
church discipline as clearly outlinedin
Matthew 18;15-17.

The redlityis that today veryfew churches will ever
enact church discipline orevenseektoknow the
details of a divorce orremarriage... but that does
not excuse us from being responsible.

e Itisup to the spiritualleaders of each
church to guard the sanctity of marriage
by proclaiming the clear Word of God on
the matter of divorce and remarriage.

e Itisthe responsibility of each individual
Christianto take God seriously concerning
divorce and when contemplating
remarriage.

For eitherleaders orindividuals toignore what God
says simply because our culture proclaims divorce
tobe a casual right with minimal consequences,
does nof remov e the consequences of violating
God's word.
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Don't be deceived, Godis not mocked... whatever
we reap we will sow and that includes violating
God'’s word when it comesto divorce and
remarriage.

Divorce and Remarriage Before
Becoming a Christian

A foundational principle of Christianityis that we
are tolive our Christianlives starting at the point we
are saved.Whatevercircumstance orsituationwe
find ourselvesin,we are tolive out our Christianity
as God's word becomes known to us.

e If you become a Christianand you're
marriedto an unbeliever, youare not to
seek a divorce because your spouse is not
saved.

e AsaChristianyou are calledtolive a
Christianlife and to stay in your marriage as
long as you're unbelieving spouse does not
abandon the marriage.

e By your example and prayer perhaps your
spouse may come to know Christ.

e |f you become a Christianand you have
already been unBiblically divorced and
remarried, you are not toseeka divorce
and try toreturnto the first marriage as a
way to correct your mistake.

A second unBiblical divorceis not the answer to
fixing the first.

e The moment you are savedis the moment
God holds you responsible to keep his
Word.

148



e That would apply towhatever marital
situationyou arein at that time.

e |f you become a Christianwhile divorced
and are not remarried, then it wouldseem
a reasonable attempt toreconcile the first
marriage is in order.

If your previous (stillunmarried) spouse refuses an
honest effort toreconcile thiswouldseem to be
equivalent to them abandoning the marriage in
which case the Christianwould be free toremarry
another Christian.

If you were unBiblically divorced and your spouse
has already remarried, as difficult asitis, it does not
appear the Bible allows for your remarriage.

A Word about Biblical Divorce

Remember that God hates divorce.Evenifyou
hav e Biblical grounds for divorce, you must keep in
mind how much God despisesit.

e Evenwhen adultery or abandonment has
occurred, our automatic response should
NOT be toseek a divorce.

e There should always be an open door for
repentance and reconciliation of the
marriage before divorceis sought.

e The Christianwho is secretly hoping for
adultery, oris glad it has occurred because
it givestheman “out” from the marriage, is
not being faithful to God'’s viewpoint on
divorce.
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e God hatesdivorce and so should we. If we
truly hate divorce, thenwe will seekit as an
honest last resort.

W hile adultery and abandonment are among the
most painful of emotional experiences, we must not
forget the power of repentance and reconciliation.
God can and oftendoes restore marriages that
hav e been tornapart by adultery or abandonment
if both parties truly seek forgiveness and God'’s
healing.

About UnBiblical Divorce

The forgiveness available through the shed blood of
Jesus Christ covers any sin. W hile we applaud the
repentant drug addict, murderer or thief,
uncompassionate and legalistic Christianity often
looks down theirnose towards divorce. Thisis an
understandable yet regrettable backlashto the
casual attitude our culture has about divorce.

Howev er, we must never make the mistake of
constraining God'’s forgiveness for any sin that is
trulyrepentedof evenif we fear grace may be
abused.

e If apersonhas been unBiblicallydivorced,
ifthey repent and genuinely seek
forgiveness from God, God will grant it.

e Afruesign of genuine repentance is that
reconciliationwill be sought ifremarriage
has not occurred.

e Ifremarriage has occurredthen
repentance overboththe unBiblical
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divorce and the unBiblical remarriage
should be present... and the Christian
should apply God's standards to the
current marriage.

e Thereisnothingin Scripture to suggest or
imply that a personshould seek toleave a
current marriage because the remarriage
occurred unBiblically.

Itis a verydifficult situationto be an unBiblically
divorced Christian and realize that remarriage is not
an option.There is no denying how hard thiscan be
yet we know that God will honor our faithfulness to
his Word.

There are those that teachthat once a Christianin
this situationhas either

1) sought reconciliation and been denied or
2) the otherspouse has remarried,

... they now are divorcedonthe biblical grounds of
abandonment.

W hile this may indeed be true in some cases, great
cautionshould be exercisedin thissituationand
spiritual counsel sought from mature and faithful
believers.There are many questions to consider and
the divorced Christianisin a fragile dilemma where
theirown heart can easilydeceive them. A
Christian should nev er take remarriage lightly and
should wiselyseek the godly advice and opinion of
multiple mature believers and their Christian
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leadership before considering remarriage to make
sure they are not violating God'’s word.

In a Nutshell

In summary, the Bible's teaching on divorce and
remarriage is this:

e There are two allowances for biblical
divorce and thatis 1) adulteryand 2)
abandonment by an unbelieving spouse.

e Divorceshouldbe alastresort after
reconciliationand repentanceis sought.

e If aBiblicaldivorce occursthe Christianis
free fo remarry another Christianonly.

If salvationand/or genuine repentance occurs
aftfera divorce,reconciliationshould be sought if
neither are remarried.If remarriage has already
occurred, the Christianshould not seekto leave
theirnew marriage. If the former spouse is remarried
and the Christianis not, then the new Christianis
freetoremarryif the divorce was on Biblical
grounds.

e Inallinstances of approvedremarriage, it
can only be withanother Christian.

That is the plain and clear teaching of Scripture.The
typicalresponse | hear at this pointis “it's plain and
clearto YOU, that’syour interpretation.” Inreality,
this can be theresponse to ANY interpretation of
Scripture so each Christian must read God's words
for themselv es and decide whether or not what the
Bible simply says, is what the Bible simply says. The
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Scriptures we find concerning divorce and
remarriage are straightforward and not complex. A
few simple verses tellus plainly what God thinks
about divorce, thereasons he allows divorce and
who a Christianmay remarry if Biblically divorced.

Sadly, if you want to find a Christian authority who
will fell youit’s okay to get divorced orremarried
(regardless of your situation), you will easily be able
tfofind one. As well, you can simply get divorced
and/or remarried and most likely no other Christian
or church will show any concern or questionit at all.
Evenifthey do, you cansimply move tothe church
down the street and no one will care. That isa sad
commentary on the state of church leadership,
Biblical feaching and discipline.

The pointisnot forun around interrogating
everyone about theirmarriage oreventheir
divorce but if we have absolutelyno concernfor
God'’s standards, especiallyif God has calledus to
Christianleadership, then why hav e standards at
allg

e |f God gaveus clearteaching about
divorce and remarriage thenit is our
responsibility as Christians to hold each
other accountable to those teachings.

e Wedon't doittobe legalisticortostickour
nose in other people’s business, we do it
because we want God'’s best not only for
our own marriage but for our community
and the Church as a whole.
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e God’s instructions ondivorce and
remarriage are not ambiguous, confusing
or complex. It is a simple matter of whether
or not we want to except God’s
standards... orsimply do as we please.

One the most common and saddest things | hear
todayis: “well, God doesn’t want me to be
unhappy and you don't understand my situation.|
know the Bible says it’swrong to get divorcedinmy
case but God will forgive me.”

e This mindsetis encouraged by the fact that
a personcan proceedand simply change
churches, or neverevenbe questioned at
allby the church they are in (or by any
Christians who know them personally).

e Inoureraof “personal rights” and “it's none
of your business what | do”, it's veryhard for
most people to grasp the idea of any sort
of accountability or church discipline.

But... that doesn’'t change our responsibility fo
God's Word.

God can and will forgive anyone trulyrepentant of
sin concerning divorce and remarriage.No
question about that.But it does not remove the
awful consequences divorceisinflicting onour
homes, communities and churches.
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Social media brings many friends
but is that good? Canyou really
have hundreds or thousands of
friends? What's a real friend?

Proverbs 18:24 A man who has friends must himself
be friendly, Butthere is a friend who sticks closer than
a brother.
There are some things about social medial really
love.lt's put me in touchwithold friends. I've been

able tokeep up withdistant family.

On the other hand, it can also be a source of
constant interruption and the obligationtorespond
tfoa lot of “friend’s” requests, messages and
invitations. If you aren’t careful, it can also become
a replacement for actual deep and meaningful
friendships that requirement personal inv estment
(time, energy, emotion, etc).We can easily be
fooledinto thinking online popularity equates to
loyalty, intimacy and belonging when it rarelyif
everdoes.

W hat's more, what we see and experience online
with people is usually far from the reality of their
actuallife.You are getting only the filtered,
keyboard, photoshopped version. It’s like only
gettingto see someone with their hair done and
best clothes onrather than fresh out of bed with
cowlicks, bad breath, no makeup, unshaven,
scratching their butt.
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To have real friends, you must be a real friend.
Being areal friendis a commitment and a sacrifice.
That's why overthe course of our life the number of
true, lifelong, genuinely infimate friends can usually
be counted on less than your own fingers.

Think It Over: Are you areal friend to anyone? Do
you have any real friends? If no, why not2ls there
something you're hiding, something you're scared
of2 Are you waiting forsomeone else to make the
effort first2
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Sometimes we need a clean slate, a fresh
start, a new beginning. God can clean your
heart & give a right spirit if you ask.

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O
God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

One of the blessings of the living the Christianlife is
the “"do over”. God isthe GOD of the “do over”.
And thank God He is!

It is one of the amazing privilegesofbeing a
Christian.No matter how many times we mess up,
get off track, make the same mistake, fallto the
same femptation, aslong as we are frulysorry, as
long as we sincerely furnaway fromour sin, as long
as we have a genuine desire toreturnto alife of
holiness, God will forgiv e our transgression, clean
our hearts, and rebuild, refreshand strengthen our
broken and discouraged spirit.

“Now, therefore,” says the Lord, “Turn to Me withall
your heart, Withfasting, withweeping, and with
mourning.” Sorend your heart,and not your
garments; Returnto the Lord your God, For He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness; And He relents from doing harm. Joel 2:12-
17

W hat Joelissaying is this:don't ACT like you are
sorry for sin on the outside if your heart isn't broken
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oversinon the inside.Turning from sinto God
originates must begindeep in the heart and flow
outward to our lifestyle and behavior.Rend (tear)
your heart, which means to be demonstrably
broken hearted overyour sin and the
destruction/griefit has caused.

God ismerciful, slow fo anger, ready fo give you a
clean heart, a new start, a strong and steady spirit.
He's just waitingon you toreally want it.He's
waiting on you toreally NOT want your sin.

Think It Over: Whenis the last time you thought long
and hard about how spectacularly awful sinis and
the destructionit has brought to your life, your
family, and humanity in general? Have you ever
truly been broken hearted overyour sing Do you
roufinely ask God fora clean heart, a clean start
everyday?
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The best part of waking up, is Bible in your
cup; mind over mattress; no Bible, no
breakfast; the early hird gets the blessing.

Psalm 143:8 (ESV) Let me hear in the
morning of your steadfast love, for in you I
trust. Make me know the way I should go,
for to youl lift up my soul.

Clichés don’'t make a spiritual life but they can be
good reminders about what is important.

Whileitis certainlyno hard fast rule, thereis a
common thread through success, maturity and
discipline that seems to connect withthe quiet
early morning hours. The predawn solitude when
God can be heard before life getsloud. Early
morning hours before a side of procrastination
shows up with breakfast; when plans forthe day are
made proactivelyinstead of reactively.

There's something satisfying and rewarding too
when you the most important thingsin life (spiritual)
are taken care of first — first energies, first av ailable
hours, first priority —instead of inconsistently withthe
last gasps of an exhausting day.

| have to finishby admitting most people aren't

“morning people”. | get it. Atleast| get it that most

people claimthat...l don't actually believe that's

some genetic truth.That doesn’t change how often

we see success and discipline acommon trait of
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early risers; spirifual maturity and Biblical depth that
come with a consistent morningroutine.

Think It Over: Many people claimthey are “not a
morning person” but my response is always “how
you do you know?"” Most have nevertried. It takes
time to acclimate to waking early and change your
infernal body clock. W hat | find most offenis that
people don't want to give up screentime late at
night to go tobed earlier.There's always a price to
pay for success, spiritual or professional.
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The Law reveals sin. Jesus came to fulfill
the Law not get rid of it.

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I came to
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill.

The Law. We don't talkabout it much in modern
Christianity althoughin Scripture it is one half of the
total Biblical equation: The Law and The Gospel.

Repeat after me: The Law convicts, the Gospel
saves. That is the message of the Bible
encapsulated. W e present the Gospel (most of it
anyway, Hellis not mentioned much either)withall
its blessings and rewards which resultsinalot of
people saying, “sounds like a great deal fome, I'm
inl” However, the Gospel is meaningless without
the Law. Really? Let me explain.

The Gospelis a message of salvation.Salvation
means to “save” someone from something. If you
don't know you need to be saved, then why would
you reallywant/need a Savior2 Youdon't - unless
it’sbeen packaged witha lot of tempting benefits
(a great life, blessings, God's favor, health, wealth,
prosperity, you "best day yet”, etc.).

Let me ask it another way... ifl ran up to you and
said “l have the curel You can be saved!”, you
would think I was nuts because you don't even
believe youare sick. Soifl modify that with*l have
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the cure and if you take this cure, you will be
prosperous, happy, favored and showers of
blessings will raindown on you!”... you might go for
that eventhough in your own mind you aren't even
sick.

The real Gospel message that resultsina true saving
responseis “you are spiritually sick, you're headed
for eternaldeathand | have the curel”. That leads
tothe obvious and appropriate demand from the
hearer for PROOF that they are spiritually sick and
need to be cured (saved),thus needing a Savior
(the essence of the Gospel message).

That's where The Law comes in - otherwise familiar
tous and boiled down to the list known as “The Ten
Commandments”. The Law exposes our frue nature
and proves the existence of our spiritual disease.

Thou shalt not lie. Everlied? You're a liar. Me too.

Thou shalt not steal.Everstolen,evenone thing?
Yeah me also, fellow thief. Jesussaid if you lust
aftersomeone it's the same as committing adultery
because you've done the deed in your mind and
heart (and you would do it physically if you truly
believedyou would never get caught or have
consequences). Adulterer! That's just three
commands and we've all broken probably ALL ten.

We can go ahead and add blasphemer (taking
God’'s name in vainorusing it casually), idolater
(making something more important than God) and
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murderer (if you've everhatedsomeone). Lying,
thieving, adulterous, murderousidolater...

You see? The Law exposes, proves and confirms
that we allhave the “S.I.N." disease and need a
cure. The cureis the Gospel. We owe God ajust
penalty for our wickedness (eternal death) but
Jesus — here's comes The Gospel —died in our place
to pay that penalty for us.

The Law convicts, the Gospelsaves. The Law
demonstrates we just deserve condemnation.The
Gospel is the free gift of God that saves us from that
condemnation.

That's why Jesus said He didn't come to destroythe
Law but tofulfillit,to completeit,fo give the
solutiontfowhat it exposesin humanity.

The Law convicts, the Gospel saves. Give the whole
storytothose you love and they will understand
WHY the Gospelis THE GOOD NEWS!

Think It Over: Do you leave out the "The Law” when
you talktosomeone about Jesus2 Do you leav e out
any mention of Hell and eternal condemnation? Do
you think someone reallyis responding to
“salvation”if they don't understand they need to
be savedfrom something? Is not avoiding Hell and
eternal separationfrom God a genuine motivation
torespond to the Gospel2 Of course, itis. Learnto
present the entire message of Scripture: The Law
convicts, The Gospel saves.
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The shadow of death... we can face the worse
in life with NO FEAR and be comforted.

Psalm 23:4 Yea, though [ walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; For Youare with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me.

W e could go deep into the specific meaning of
“the valleyof the shadow of death” in context of
the verse and author but for the sake of this
moment in the Word, let’s take the relative view.

W hat is perceivedbyeach person to be their
“valleyof shadow" isrelative to their experience. If
the worst thing that has everhappened to you is
someone calledyou “ugly”, thenthat’s a big deal
for you because it is the worse emotional trauma
that you have dealt within your life.

As we grow older, mature in Christ and experience
deeper “valleys”, we must learnto be patient,
understanding and compassionate towards those
who hav e not yet endured suffering or hardships as
intense as our own. If you have sufferedthe
agonizing death of a child from cancer, not many
people would argue that losing a jobis as
traumatic; but if losing that job is the worse you've
everexperienced, thenthat lossis devastating.It's
relative to our experience, so don't smirk at or shrug
off someone whoisin a "valley of shadow” that to
you seems like no big deal. It takes maturity fo
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recognize when someone is melting down over
something childish or pettyversusrecognizing that
their “valley” is simplyrelative to theirlife
experience.

I remember one time sittingina Bible study at
church a few years ago when we were in the
darkest hours of our daughter’s battle with cancer.
It was horrible.She was suffering to the point where
half the time we wantedher to live, and half the
time we would have welcomed death torelieve
her agony. In that Bible study, someone was in
fears, sharing how some people at theirjob were
talking behind their back and tellinglies about
them. My first response inmy own heart was “big
dedl... that’snothing”. | was immediately
convicted by God, and reminded that you cannot
dismiss the emotional suffering of others simply
because they have not experienced trials as great
as your own. Forthem it was a huge, gut-wrenching
“big deal” because it was one of the worse things
they had endured in their young life.

That's the first lessonlwant you to consider. The 2nd
isthat thereis no “valleyofshadow” too deep that
God is not there to comfort and guide you through
it.If you are enduring insults from others (too often
from other Christians which hurts evenmore), or you
just found out your spouse is cheating on you...
God will comfort you and see you through.

If you are dealingwith lies fold about you, or
grieving over one of your childrenwho has decided
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they don't care about that "God stuff” anymore...
God is by your side helping you walk through it. If
you hav e lost your first job, or lost your home and all
you own to afire... God knows and cares and is
there foryou. If you are lonely and discouraged, or
hav e been betrayedby the person you trust the
most, God understands your sorrow and has
compassion and grace in abundance waiting for
you.

Think It Over: The "valley of the shadow of death” is
relative to our experience. Whateveris the greatest
hurt or trial we hav e eversuffered, that becomes
our “valley” for that time in our life. Though you walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, no
matter what circumstances are the ingredients, you
have no reason to fear, no reason tolose heart.
God iswithyou. God is your staff (your help, your
support, your protection). God will comfort you. You
need only to draw close to God.
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The Word become flesh. Have you stopped to
think about that? The eternal Jesus, one with
God, became a man. How astonishing.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.
Welearnin John 1 from the veryfirst verse some
astonishing facts about Jesus.

He was God. He was with God eternally. He
createdeverything. NOTHING was made that He
didn't make, including all creatures of flesh.

Then we find in v.14 that Jesus became the very
flesh He Himself had made. Remarkable, mind-
boggling, beyond comprehension. God became
human. If that doesn’t “wow" you, it should. If that
doesn’t “wow" you, ask yourself “why doesn’t ite”

Jesus became a man in everyreal measure of the
word. He grew, He learned, He loved, He had
emotions and physical needs. He was one of us. He
dwelt among us. He lived alife just like you, just like
me. And we beheld His glory.

It's easier foryou and | o see His glory now
because we are on the ofherside of all that Hislife
accomplished. His life of grace. Hislife of Truth. His
life of sacrifice. Hislife of love.
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Your "words” are not you, but theyrepresent the
essence of you. God gave us Hisword in written
form, our Bible. The Bibleis not “GOD" but it
representsall He is. Jesus is not just God's preserved
words, He is the Living Word... all that God
representsyes, but actually, literally, truly one in
essence and person withthe Father. JESUS IS GOD.

Think It Over: The Apostle Johnwants you to know
right from the opening verses who Jesus frulyis. He
doesn’t wait for you to discoverit as you read the
book. Read the opening few verses of the Gospel
of John. Pause.... Meditate onthem. Get a clear
picture of Jesus Christ,Son of God... God. Then
read the book of John with that understanding.
Astonishing.
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The world today puts so much focus
on wealth; wealth is amoral, neither
right nor wrong. Itis what we do with it
& how we get it.

Proverbs 28:6 Better is the poor who walks
in his integrity; Than one who is wicked in
his ways, though he be rich.

Books like Ecclesiastes tell us that being good does
not always equal good fortune. Weliveina sin-
cursed world, and often righteous people are poor
while evil people arerich. Despite the TV “health
and wealth"” preachers, there is no Biblical promise
that Christians prosper (financially) by some divine
right.

It is an understandable temptationto be confused
or evenjealous whenimmoral, superficial, Godless
people seemto have all the finerthingsin life, while
hardworking, God-fearing righteous people strugdle
tomake ends meet.

Let's be honest. Money is important. Money is
useful. Money brings a lot benefits. It is a perfectly
natural desire to want more money. For Christians,
thereisthe veryreal desire that money opens up
more ways we can investinGod's kingdom, and of
course, thatis a good thing.
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Still, we have to be honest about money. James
tells us that we ask God for more because... why?
Because we want to use it on our own selfish
desires.We oftentryto deceive ourselves and
present God witha holy reasonin our prayer for
more income but deep down, we reallywant it fo
spend on our own comforts, pleasure and personal
fulfillment. The Bible exposes tfrue motives.

It's a spiritual tension. On the one hand, money isa
blessing from a God, a good gift (something else
James tellsus). God givesit tousso we canlivelife,
enjoy life and thank Him. On the other hand, it
takes discernment, discipline and focus to keep
money from becoming our focus in life, and our
distractionspiritually.

W ealthis not holy or wicked. The hands that hold it
determine that.Betterto be poor and stay close to
God, thanrich and embrace the world.

There is nothing inherently "Godly” about being
poor either.We can be poor and prideful and sinful
and neglect the Lord. Our verseinProv erbsreminds
us that “money” does not makes us righteous, or
prove some special favor or blessing on us by God.

Think It Over: It's what we do withmoney — how we
use it, giveit,spendit and investitin God’s
kingdom - that determines whetherwe walk in
intfegrityorlive inwickedness.Don't be consumed
with getting more money, knowing that most of the
tfime, our frue motiveistoo simplyuse it on our own
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pleasure. Focus on “gettingmore God" and the
Lord will take care of giving you whatevermoney
He knows you need foliveinHis perfect will.
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Humanity hasn't changed. Neither has God.

Deuteronomy 7:9 “Therefore know that
the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful
God who keeps covenant and mercy for a
thousand generations withthose wholove
Him and keep His commandments;

Free download of my new book:

Everyday the news brings some new twist, concern,
disaster, heartache...somethingto cause an
uncertainworld to seem evenmore uncertain.

You know what? It’'s nothing new. W e just hear
about it today a thousand new ways, and a
thousand times faster thanin the past. Life has
always been uncertain.There hav e always been
wars, pov erty, epidemics, terrorists, evilmen, crime
and oppressive govemments. Nothing has
changed.

Man hasn’'t changed since the first sincommitted
by Adam. His heart (and through him all humanity —
Romans 5:12) became desperatelywicked, seeking
allmanners of ways to cheat, hurt, lie, steal, violate
and kill (Jeremiah 17:9; Genesis 6:5). It'sbeen
downhill eversince.God warned us clearly of what
sin would bring: death (Romans 6:23; James 1:15).
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Sothat'ssome cheery news huh2 Well,thereis
some good news. Good News. W hile man has NOT
changed, NEITHER has God! In spite of the havoc
that saturates humanity fromthe overflow of
wicked hearts, God stillremains compassionate,
merciful and faithful.

God warned us we would die if we rejected Him
and now we are allin the same hopeless condition.
The greatest expressionof Hislove and mercy is
how God has rescuedus fromthe ultimate
consequence of evil:death.But God's rescue
comes on HIS terms, not ours. That's that problem
people have withit.We want to dictate termsto
God but the “creature” has no right to demand or
command the “Creator”.

Mercifully, the rescue has been offered: repent
(tfurnaway from) your sin (whateveris not what God
wants), and place your faith (belief + frust... like you
believe aparachute exists, but you have to frust it
and put it on, thenjump out of the plane) in Jesus
tosave you from death. Repent of your sin, place
your faithin Jesus. That’s salvationfrometernal
death on God'’s terms.There are no other terms.
None.

“What death2” you may ask. The rightful and just

death that comes frombeing liars, thieves,

murderers, blasphemers, adulterers, etc. “NOT ME!

I'm a good person..."” you may respond. Don't feel

alone, most people thinkthat same thing. Evertold

a lie? What do you callsomeone who lies2 How
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many lies does it take? Everstolen, anything at all,
eventime from your employer? Ever hated
someone? Jesus said hate is murder in your heart.
Everlusted? Jesussaid thatis adultery in your heart
(because you've already done the deed in
thought and would physically as well if you thought
there were no consequences). Evertake the Lord’s
name in vain,use itirreverently or as a cuss word?
“"OMG, no!” you say.

Side thought: ever wonder why people don't say
“Oh My Hitler!" or “Satan damnyou!"2 Why is only
the names of God and Jesus, our Creator and
Savior, used as cuss words and irreverent
exclamations? It is the wicked hearts of sinful
people expressing theirrejection of God who holds
them accountable for theirsin.

That's four or five of the Ten Commandments... we
could do the rest but no need. We are allliars,
thieves, adulterers and blasphemers by our own
admission and choices. I'm good? You are good?
No, clearly not. Quite the opposite just as the Bible
revealstous.l deserve my just and right penalty of
eternal deathfor giving God the middle finger and
being my own “god”, doing what | want, justifying
and enjoying sin. Allwho reject Godthe Creator
proclaimthemselvesto be theirowngod.

God is faithful and keeps His promise for thousands
of generations. What promise? The promise to
rescue us fromour wicked hearts, our sin and our
eternal condemnation. Aren't you glad your
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merciful Creator (and He is your Creator, admit it or
like it or not, doesn’t matter)hasn't givenup on
you?

Think It Over: If you are reading this foday and you
have not humbled yourself before God, asked
forgiveness and placed your obedient faith in Jesus
Christ, God is still frying to get your attentionbefore
it’stoolate.You could be dead a thousand ways
before the sun goes down. Then it will be toolate.
W hat is more important than eternity2 What sinor
selfish desire NOW is worth being lost for ETERNITY?
Download my new book, "It Matters What You
Believe” to consider this more. This might be the
most important day of your life.
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There is no need to envy what others have. It
is meaningless, and a waste of time. Be
content with God's provision today.

Ecclesiastes 4:4 Again, | saw that for all toil
and every skillful work a man is envied by
his neighbor. This also is vanity and
grasping for the wind.

Adv ertising has a goal. To make you discontent.
I've developed adv ertising and marketing for a
couple of decades sol'm in on the secret.

Your car is not new enough, feature-packed
enough and doesn’'t make you look as young, cool
and successful as the newest model. You should be
discontent withyour car eventhough it is perfectly
functional and transports youwherever and
whenev eryou need comfortably.

Someone decided that your clothes are out of style
and make you lookless than hip and fashionable.
Even though your current wardrobe is barely worn,
you should be discontent because the same
people who make the clothes and profit from them
get to declare everyyear what is “in style”.

Your house isn't big enough or nice enough. You
don't have all the cool toys that you deserve.You
don’t make enough money. You don't have all the
things that make you hip, cool, successful,in style,in
touch and part of the "in” crowd.
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Discontentment. Itisthe fuel that powers
materialism. Without adv ertising, product
endorsements, celebrity pimping and cultural peer
pressure, most of us have everythingwe need to be
content:food, water, a bed, clothes,
fransportation, communication, entertainment...
yet forsome reason we need more, bigger, better
and newer because we are pushed a thousand
ways everyday info being discontent withwhat we
have. Most people don't evenrealizeit.

My wife and | have a modest home on an acre of
land; we drive 6-10 year old cars withlots of miles;
we have clothes that aren’t expensive or the most
fashionable. My oldest sonwas sitting out in my
backyard withme the other day and said, “you got
your own little slice of heavenPops”. He was right.
A home, food, clothes, vehicles,some grasstorun
around on, cleanwater, air conditioner... what
more could we need? Contrary fo commercials,
why do we "deserve” more? "You deserve..."isthe
most favored phrase in advertisingto drive
discontent, and coupled with our natural selfishness,
becomes the crack pipe of materialism.

| think of what my son saideverytimel see a huge
expensive home | know I'llneverbe able to buy. |
think of it when | see people driving by in brand
new cars | can't afford. | think of that wheneverl
see people dropping off their old clothes at
Goodwill while dressedin really nice brand name
clothes fromthis year’'s coolest fashiontrends.
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| think of that everytime a commercial reminds me
I'm not cool or successful but that can change ifI'll
just buy something from them. | think of that when
envy rearsits ugly head and makes me wish | had
more of something that | see someone haos.

Contentment. It'sa choice not based on what you
hav e but how you think.

Think 1t Over: Being content comes with the right
perspective.Thislifeis short, unpredictable and
temporary. Your money and possessions can
disappear a thousand ways by the time the sun
goes down. Most people spend everyday of their
lives being discontent... just one more purchase,
one more dollar, one newer and bigger thing away
from happiness. Like the carrot dangled in front of
the donkey, always tempting you, always close but
ultimatelyunattainable. Contentment isn’'t about
what you have,it's a spiritual and mental maturity
that originatesin gratitude to God for He has
blessedyou withNOW . | have food, water, clothes
and bed tosleepin. Whatisthere to be discontent
about? My own little slice of heaven...
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There is no need to fear life. God does not
give us a spirit of fear but one of security and
love where we can call God Father.

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the
spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption by whomwe
cry out, “Abba, Father.”

No Fear. A popular bumper sticker but nothing but
false bravado unless backed up by a transcendent
and divine knowledge from God’s W ord that fells us
what the future holds, and that we are safe and
securein God's hands.

Otherwise, you have MUCH tofear. A life without
the blessed assurances of God and the gift of
eternalllife is an existence ruled by unpredictable
circumstances of which only one thingis for sure: if
things are not bad now, just hang on, they will be
soon. Even worse, there are a thousand ways you
could die this veryday and spend an etfernity
separated from your Creator who loves you, but
also demands an accounting of your life.

Fear! Fear! Fear... that's the truthful message for
those who don't know God. For those who do: NO
FEAR! God the Fatheris not surprised by asingle
eventinour life and thereis nothing that can
remov e you from the security of His gracious and
all-powerful hand.
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Think It Over: Do you proclaimthe false “No Fear!”
the world offerse Or the true “No Fear!” that only
comes by placing your faithand trust in Jesus who
died tfosave you from your sins and reserv e your
place in HeavenNO MATTER WHAThappens in this
life2 That is the only true “no fear” available to us.
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There is NO need to fear, ever. Don't be
discouraged either. You have allthe help
and strength you could ever need.

[saiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be
not dismayed, for I am your God.

[ will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I
will uphold you with My righteous right
hand.’

If only I had more money. If only | livedina safer
place. If only the economy was more stable.|f only
the politicians | agree withwere in office.If only |
knew that | would neverhave aheart attack or get
cancer. If only | could be sure my spouse willnever
cheat on me or leave.If only my kids would grow
up fobe good kids.

If only there was neverareasontofear... then for
sure, | would neverfear. Sorry, doesn’t work that
way.

There is plenty you could be fearful of in this sin-
cursed world but for those whom God loves, there is
no reason fo fear any circumstance of this life. God
iswithyou. God will strengthenyou. God will see
you through. God will hold you up, walk withyou
and see you across the finishline. Don't fear, don't
be discouraged... thereisno reasonto forHe is
your God.
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Think It Over: Of course this gift is only for those who
love God and have placed their faithin Him. The
magic words are “be merciful to me a sinner”
whichindicates you realize who you are, who He is,
and that He is your only hope to pay your debft to
Him. For those of us who have placed our faithin
Jesus, thereisno reasonto fearfor | AM is withus.
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This is not a very peaceful world and it is
becoming less peaceful all the time. Why?
Because the Prince of Peace is ignored.

John 16:33 These things [ have spoken to
you, that in Me youmay have peace. In the
world youwill have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, | have overcome the world.”

Peace. Most everybody wantsit but few seekitin
the only place it can be found. Overthe course of
human history countless peace treaties have been
agreed to, only to be broken. In fact, being
eventuallyviolatedis the only thingwe can be sure
of about a peace freaty.

W e make peace in our families and relationships
knowing that it is simply a matter of time before that
fragile peace is once again shattered.

People wonder why but ignore the true answer
about why peace is allusive.The Truthis, it starts with
the fact that we as individual sinners are not at
peace with God. Untilwe make peace with God
on Histerms, we have nothing but a temporaryand
fleeting chance to make peace with each other, or
fohave peace inourlives.

True peace starts with making peace with God.
That isonly done by acceptingwho He is, admitting
who we are, and coming to a place that can best
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be summarized by this simple phrase: God be
merciful fome a sinner.

Once we have peace withour Creator, we now
have the Prince of Peace empowering us to make
peace withothers, and enjoy true long-lasting
peace in our own livesregardless of circumstances.

Think It Over: Sevenwords.Sevenwords that divide
all humanity (*God be merciful to me asinner*):
those who have spoken them to God in sincerity,
and those who have not. The former has peace,
the latter does not, and cannot.
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Purpose in life? Feeling discouraged or
weary? Here’s some thrilling encouragement,

2 Corinthians 1:21 Now He who establishes
us withyou in Christ and has anointed
us is God,

For those in Christ (that the folks who have saidto
Jesus ‘be merciful fome a sinner’ and placed their
eternal trust inHim) they have been established
and anointed by none otherthan the Creator of
the Universe.Okay, so what2 What does that even
mean?

Established: to be recognized and accepted
Anoint:to confera divine or holy purpose

Sotoamplify the verse you could say: “As Believer
in Christ, the Person who recognizes and accepts
you as well as gives you a divine and holy purpose
is God Himself”. Wow.If that doesn’t do something
for you, | don’t know what will.

Think It Over: How does it change your life knowing
that God Himself establishes and anoints YOU?2 It's
more than a group thing talking about all Christians.
It's personal. He establishes YOU. He anoints YOU.
Does your lifereflect that awesome privilege?
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Want peace? Jesus told you what you need
to know to have peace? How do I know?
He said he did. Check it out...

John 16:33 These things [ have spoken to
you, that in Me youmay have peace. In the
world youwill have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, | have overcome the world.”

“That you may have peace”. Eitherit'strue or
Jesusisaliar. Let'sassume He's not aliar.So what is
the source of thispeace?

Jesus is the essential source obviously but He
communicated it to us in words: “these things |
have spoken to you.” What things2 Well,I'mnot
going to make it that simple for you. Go read for
yourself.If you want true peace in your life no
matterwhat is going on around you, it'swortha
few minutes of your time.

Think It Over: Hint: life is tough and difficult times will
come. Especially for those who follow Christ. W hat
can bring us peace during these times? Read the
rest of John 16.Think It Over: Hint:life is tough and
difficult times willcome. Especially for those who
follow Christ. What can bring us peace during these
times? Read the rest of John 16.
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What is the one thing everyone longs for?

Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

It's been said that what we all havein common our
need for love, longing for friendship, looking for
acceptance, hoping for recognition, finding peace
etc;a constant restlessness to make up forwhat is
lacking in this sincursed world.

| believe you could sum up what everyone longs for
withone word: “rest".

Rest from investingin friendships only fo have them
fall apart. Rest from wishing you were loved
unconditionally or without havingto earn it.Rest
from struggling withsin.Rest from the inevitable
betrayals and disappointments of life. Rest from
physical ailments.Rest fromworking hard for
income only to see it taken away thousand
different ways. Rest from all the ways that life falls
short of what it is was originallymeant to be when
God createdus.

Even the Apostle Paul himself- who was granted a
visit to Heaven-struggled withthe desire to find rest
inthe Lord's presence but knowing there was still
more todo in thislife.That is the great hope and gift
that Jesus gives us by Hissacrifice:the gift of eternal
rest.Sadly most people will not accept His gift
because they don't like the terms and conditions.
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Jesus said, "Come tome all of you who feel
burdened withlife and | will give yourest.” Has
there everbeen a person who at timesis not heavy
laden? It seems the olderyou get the weight of life
accumulates and you understand the heavy
burden thatis allottedto us all compliments of the
sin curse... and long evermore earnestly foreternal
rest.

Rest.Sure sounds good tome.

Think It Over: | empathize with those who don't
know of the rest Jesus offers both now, and in
eternity. How inevitable it is that life will very often
become “heavyladen”, sometimes a crushing.
Understanding thisis 1) temporary and 2) eternal
restisthe Lord’s gift to us, certainly makes the
burden more bearable now.
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Eternal glory? There's a price to pay first.

1 Peter 5:10 But may the God of all grace,
who called us to His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

“Afteryou have sufferedfor a while...” You won't
hear that preached in the “what’s in it forme
Godz?" Christianity that has infected much of
westernculture. W e just want to hear about “our
best day”, blessings, prosperity, favor, abundance,
etc. Biblical teaching onsuffering does not build
huge affluent churches.

Regardless, the Bible has much to say on the tfopic
and guarantees suffering for the faithfulevento the
point of clearlytelling us:if the Master suffered why
isit surprising that His followers will2

e 2Timothy 3:12In fact, everyone who wants
tolive agodly lifein Christ Jesus will be
persecuted...

e 2 Corinthians 4:17: For our light and
momentary tfroubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

e James 1:12 Blessedisthe one who
perseveres under trial because, having
stfoodthe test, that personwillreceive the
crown of life that the Lord has promisedto
those who love him.

e John 16:33"I have toldyou these things, so
thatin me you may have peace. In this
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worldyou will hav e trouble.But take heart! |
have overcome the world.”

e 1 Peter4:12 Dearfriends, do not be
surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come
on you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you.

e Matfthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who
are persecuted because ofrighteousness,
for theirsis the kingdom of heaven. 11
“Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falselysay all kinds of
evilagainst you because of me. 12 Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward
inheaven, forin the same way they
persecutedthe prophets who were before
you.

That's just a small sampling of Scripture onthe topic.
It says something about our modern Biblical mindset
when Scripture has so much to say about suffering,
and we say so little about it.

W e suffer because the world hates Jesus. W e suffer
because we proclaima single path to salvation.
W e suffer because declaring something sinful
convictsthose whoindulge. W e suffer because we
stilllive insin-cursed bodies and a sin-cursed world.

W e suffera “little while” then comes perfection,
security, strength, peace and reward. It isa small
price to pay forour eternal salvationwhichwe did
not deserve, couldnotf earn, and cost Jesus His all.

Think It Over: | have oftenencouraged people to
consider this...if you are not, or have never,
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sufferedin any way because of your faith, you
should questionthe validity ordepthof it. True faith
in Jesus, obedience to God and devotionto Christ
will always cost us —ridicule, loss of opportunity or
freedom, rejection, scornand sadly af fimes,
physical persecutionevento death.The Cross cost
Jesus everything. Taking up your cross and following
Him has a cost as well.
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We don't hear much today about being
serious and alert. We just hear about having
fun and being care free. There is a reason.

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant;

because youradversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour.

The main topic of most Christianteaching today is
“what does it do for me”; why?2 That's what sells
books and fills churches. Biblical teaching on living
a serious life, keeping careful watch out forsin and
spiritual dangers, and being on guard for Satanis
not rah-rah “Jesus willimprov e your life” stuff.

And yeft, the message to the Church all through the
New Testamentistolbe on guard, be alert, be
watchful,be careful, be cautious, be spiritually
aware, be serious minded, avoidworldly and trivial
time-wasting pursuits, run from sinand wickedness. If
you only took cues from books and preaching
today, you'd think God's primary concern for us
was our feelings, our pleasure, our entertainment,
our satisfactionand our veryfocused self-
consideration.

Be sober: fo be solemn, serious, sensible and
mindful. Of course you could extend thisto mean
avoiding drunkenness too (orany mind altered
state), but it’'smuch deeper than that. It’san
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awareness of the seriousness of sin, and the
imminent return of the Master which could come at
any moment. If you knew, or fruly believed, that
Jesus was returning today, would you waste your
day on trivial, worldly, fleshly nonsense 2 No. It would
focus you on what isimportant, and what needs to
be done. Soberness.

Be vigilant: to keep carefulwatch, tobe alert,tobe
on guard. Itisa state ofreadiness to take full
advantage of everyopportunity forrighteousness,
and state of alert toavoid all potential evil. Like a
vigilant soldier on guard duty who is ready to fight
the enemy and come to the aid of his allies.

Think It Over: Be sober, be vigilant... why2 Because
the most powerful being God ever createdwent
rogue. He and his pals are prowling the earth
looking for those they can dev our and destroy. The
easy targets are those who are engaged in thesilly,
foolishand trivial; and those who they can catch
off guard. Is that you?
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We get a lot of guarantees & have little trust
they will be kept. But there is one guarantee
that will ALWAYS be kept.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Now He who
establishes us with you in Christ and has
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us
and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee.

“Ninety-day money back guarantees”. “Established
in 1851"."Sealedwitha kiss”.“Giving you our very
best”.The world throws around a lot of marketing
lingo and often, we have no reason to think they
willhonor it.Sadly, it's offenthe same with our jobs,
friends, family, co-workers and — shamefully — fellow
Christians. Of course we understandably have
almost zero trust in the guarantees and promises of
politicians/government.

But thereis one source we can place our full faith,
trust, hope and confidencein: God. In our verse,
Paul refers to the works of God the Spirit inour lives:

Establishes —setsinplace, secures, determines
without fail, firmly grounds, sov ereignly declares

Anoints — thisis nof some special anointing but the
common anointing for all Believers (1John2:20,27)
whereby we are each specially and particularly
empowered and prepared to fulfill our service for
Christ
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Seals — in ancient history a “seal” was an
authentication ofidentity and authority. W e stillsee
it foday in such things like a notary seal. The seal
preventedtampering, forgery and unauthorized
use. God seals and protects us for His purpose.

Guarantees — more specifically adown payment.
The Spirit indwelling the Believeris the down
payment on eternal salvationand securityin Christ.
Itis a pledge, a promise, a voucher by none other
than God Himself whereby we are declared saved
and righteous by His authority. W e are purchased
by the shed blood of Jesus Christ on an eternal
layaway plan!

Think 1t Over: In this sin-cursed world, no amount of
promises, contracts, lawyers orlaws keeps someone
from not honoring their word, breaking an
agreement, orignoring a guarantee. We just have
tolive withthat fact for the time being. But, praise
God, BelieversinJesus can confidently believein
ALL of God's promises from salvationto peace to
joy to His daily care. Not a single promise,
guarantee or seal of God will ever fall short, be
neglected, get compromised or fail. Not one.
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We have to trust that evil will end someday
— for good - lest we be tempted to give up or
join evil.

Psalm 125:3 For the scepter of wickedness

shall not rest on the land allotted to the

righteous, Lest the righteous reach out their

hands to iniquity.
Sometimesevilissorelentless, so tiring, so draining
that we are temptedtojust give up. Weliveinthat
type of culture foday. While the rest of us wake up
and go to work, raise families, help others, worship
and live life, there is a segment of our society
dedicatedto tearingdown everythinggood,
everything Godly, ev erything disciplined, ev erything
wholesome.

It's their purpose, their goal, theirlife. They rise each
day and everydecision, plan and actionis geared
towards accomplishing their goals of crumbling all
thingsrighteous. A sampling of those destructive
causes would include but are certainly not limited
to:removing all moral constraints, tearing down the
traditional family that is the building block of
humanity, confusing people about religion,
convincing us we are the product of random
chance no better than animals and foundational fo
it all, creating a lawless environment where each
personisa law unto themselves.
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Judges 17:6 Inthose days ... everyman did that
which was right in his own eyes.

Proverbs 14:12 Thereis a way which seems right to
a man, but the end is the way of death.

Everyday we see this tireless assaulton
righteousness. Everydaywe see the double
standard and hypocrisy. Every day we see another
brickremov ed from the wall of healthy, stable, law-
abiding, God-fearing, lovingrespectful kind-
heartfedsociety. We see the wall crumbling,
sometimes slowly, sometimes at alarmingrate... but
always crumbling.

God anticipatedthis.He said "you reap what you
sow"” but alsogave us verseslike Psalms 125:3 that
reminds us WEWIN.In the end, evil will not prevail,
so don't be temptedtogive up, orjoin the dark
side. The Lord God Almighty Creator of Heaven
and Earthiswith us and has already declared that
THE RIGHTEOUS PREVAIL in the end.

Think It Over: One thing the forces of darkness do to
their credit:they are RELENTLESS.They live every day
with a single purpose. Their “cause” is their life.
Everything elserevolves aroundthat.lronically,
that’s how Christians should live but we are too
oftendoing Mark 4:19instead. Lookit up.
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Even though we have not seen God,
we know Him if we know Jesus.

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time.
The only begotten Son, who s in the bosom
of the Father, He has declared Him.

Have you everconsideredthat you willneversee a
physical form of “God the Father”2 He exists only as
light, pure glory in the form of light. But you will see
God in physical formsomeday either 1) welcomed
by Himif you are saved, or2) to bow your knee and
be condemned by Him if not.

You will see Jesus who is “God the Son”, God
manifested as human, existingin glorified physical
form. Like Him, someday we —those who have
placed their faithin Christ - will hav e our glorified
eternal body. Just as Jesus walked and talked and
ate and drank as a real person afterrising fromthe
dead, God will give us a new and perfect, sin-free
body when Jesusreturnsto the earthto get us. You
will be you, | willbe me... justin perfection:no sin,
no disease, no death, no pain.

As a bonus, God will then dissolve this current
heavensand earth, and re-createit... giving us
back our home that was lost the day Adam and
Evesinned and caused the first creationto be
corrupted.
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No one has “seen” God in the sense of seeing God
in bodily form. Never will.But if you haverepented
of your sins, and cried out for God’s mercy offered
through His Son Jesus, then you'll know God the
Father through the perfect reflection of Him through
His Son.

Jesus had “declared” God - in otherwords seeing
Jesus isseeing God. Jesusis the perfect
representation, reflection and manifestationof the
God the Father.

Think It Over: We get so attachedto THIS world and
thislife.Why? It's all so fleeting, fragile and
tfemporary. We couldlose everything foday
including ovur life. Are you prepared for that2 We
live everyday of thislife doing what God would
have us to do knowing that it will allbe overina
whisper of time and then eternity.The older| get
the more | understand the dilemma of the Apostle
Paul who was tornbetweenthislife (continuingto
serve God now) and the next life (beingwith God
and Jesus forever).
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